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GET YOUR FREE QUOTE, AND BE AUTOMATICALLY ENTERED 
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN $400,000° AND THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME. 


Roundtrip airfare for two to Indianapolis 
Two tickets to the race on August 6, 2006 
The opportunity to meet Kasey Kahne 
Access to hospitality event 
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~ 17’S ANYTHING BUT CUTE. 


THE ALL-NEW 2007 DODGE CALIBER STARTING AT $13,985 Dual VVT 1.8-liter engine optimizes power and efficiency.’ MusicGate 
Power™ Boston Acoustics® Sound System. MP3 plug-in. Chill Zone™ beverage cooler. Visit dodge.com or call 800-4ADODGE. 


<F 
*SXT as shown, $17,215. MSRPs exclude tax. 128 city to 32 hwy, EPA est. mpg. * & & & & ) OHIGHEST GOVERNMENT 5 aa 
Chrysler Financial is a business unit of DaimlerChrysler Financial Services. FIVE-STAR | FRONTAL CRASH TEST RATING Se 


BUCKLE UP 


> NBA 
14 Finally, 
The Finals 


Dirk, Shaq and the 
men with whistles 
will have big says 

in whether the Heat 
or Mavs turn their 
first trip to The 
Finals into a title. 
By Stan McNeal 


BOB LEVERONE / SN 


> NHL 

20 Last 
laugh 

Having ditched his 
bad reputation 
when he moved to 
Edmonton, star 
defenseman Chris 
Pronger is primed 
for a Stanley Cup 
run. 


> NFL 
22 Countermeasures 


The Super Bowl teams aren't going away. Check out our 
offseason grades for the Steelers, Seahawks and 30 other 
teams. By Phil Barber 


> BASEBALL 
30 Reason to roar 


Failure? Tigers fans know failure. That's why their club’s early 
success is so sweet. By Steven Douglas Losey 
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Send your editorial comments or complaints 
to Senior VP/Editorial Director John Rawlings 
at jrawlings @ sportingnews.com. 
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4 Love Shag The Big Funny makes 
The Finals worth watching. 

6 On Deck Enjoy some horse racing, 
tennis, soccer and golf for a change. 
Plus, Bob Hille’s Starting 5. 

7 My Turn Tricia Garner still thinks little 
league is a big deal. 

8 Your Turn Enough with all the Barry 
and Roger already. 

10 Wing men Who will win the U.S. Open 
at Winged Foot when Tiger and Phil don’t? 
12 What's the deal with ... ArenaBowl 20? 


Online at 


The Hurricanes’ 
Rod Brind’Amour 
was sky-high in the 
conference finals, 
but a strong test 
is blowing in 
from the West. 
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56 DAVE KINDRED 
The world’s game flaunts beauty and 
beasts. 


To subscribe to the Sporting News call 800-777-6785. 
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What the pros need to wear around their necks. 


a) ‘cy, 


Check out the photographers at any major sports event—PGA TOUR events included— 


the same technology and innovation that makes Canon the overwhelming choice of pro 


06 Canon U.S.A. Inc. Canon ant E0S are reaistered trademarks of Canon tne. in the United States and may be trademarks of registared trademarks in other countries 


What the pros choose to wear around their necks. 


and you'll see white lenses almost exclusively. Those are all Canon lenses. And 


photographers makes it the number one choice among all photographers. Led } e 
IMAGEANYWARE is a trademark of Canon. Visit us at www.usa.eanon.convor Call 1-800-OK-CANON, All rights reserved. Official Camera of the PGA TOUR U | ageA NYWA RE 
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Love Shaq—he’s the man 


One large reason the NBA Finals promises to be as 
entertaining as any since a certain underwear pitchman was 
running with the Bulls: Shaquille O’Neal, of course. We're not 
referring to the Big Fella’s play on the floor, either, though Shaq 
has looked downright sprightly on many nights this spring. 

We’re talking about Shaq at the microphone. The Big Funny. Shaq will be trotted out for 
press conferences after every game and on every off-day, and if true to his past, he will draw 
attention in a way only he has since M.J. left Chicago’s building. Maybe he'll throw out some 
new nicknames. Perhaps he'll pick up his “feud” with Mark Cuban. Almost certainly, he'll 
regale us with plans of someday becoming the planet's largest policeman. Catch his act just 
once and you'll see he’s as comfortable in front of a mic as Letterman. 

Perhaps that’s to be expected, given his familiarity with this stage. O’Neal is making his 
sixth trip to The Finals in 14 seasons. More impressive, Miami is the third franchise Shaq has 
led to the final two, a feat that puts him in the company of one other player: Wilt Chamberlain. 

Shaq does have company on his own bench in reaching The Finals with three teams. Heat 
coach Pat Riley won four titles with the Lakers and came close with the Knicks before 
moving to Miami. Backup point guard Gary Payton made it to The Finals with the Sonics and 
Lakers but still is looking for ring No. 1. 

Robert Horry and John Salley are the only players to win titles with three teams, but 
neither was the main man. Wilt, however, won titles with two of the three teams he put in 
The Finals—the 76ers and Lakers were successful, but his San Francisco Warriors lost to the 
Celtics—so Shaq needs a victory over the Mavericks to keep pace. 

Be sure to tune in. You're certain to be amused. —Stan McNeal 


The Big Quotelicious is 
full of good answers ... 
and he can still play a 
little, too. 


Astros considering Clemens’ request to have path to mound covered with rose petals 
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Sports buffs 
and movie 
buffs unite! 


Today, | consider myself the 
luckiest man on the face of the earth. 

If you build it, they will come. 

Yo, Adrian! 

Maybe you got goosebumps or even 
shed a tear or two the first time you saw 
those movies. (Do we really need to 
remind you what they are? Yeah, didn’t 
think so.) They'll be included, along with 
as many as 26 other sports movies, in the 
American Film Institute’s latest anniversary 
special, 100 Years ... 100 Cheers. The show, which 
honors the 100 most inspiring films of the past 
century, will air at 8 p.m. ET Wednesday on CBS. Can 
you afford to miss a chance to see Daniel-san 
triumph against the nasty “Put him in a body bag, 
Johnny!” Cobra Kais? —Tricia Garner 


Wouldn't you love to 


see her check Trump 
into the boards? 


American Idol isn’t the only reality show that lets 
viewers have a voice. Earlier this year, NBC allowed 
fans to vote online to select a contestant for its next 
installment of The Apprentice (SN, February 24). 
The catch: Voters had to choose from a pool of 12 
athletes competing in the Winter Olympics. Last 
week, the winner was revealed—U.S. women’s hockey 
player Angela Ruggiero, who graduated cum laude 
from Harvard in 2004. Ruggiero is a three-time 
medal winner, but can she hang with 17 other 
corporate ladder-climbers in Trump’s boardroom? 
We'll find out in January, when The Apprentice begins 
its sixth season. —T.G. 


Ruggiero has 
in her veins. 


Heat to play with hair slicked back in tribute to Riley 
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‘Don’t expect to see returning A Big Red 
as many kickoffs and punts for the time machine 
Saints as he did for USC,’ <nside visn (page 49) Perhaps the 1975 World Series lost a bit of its 


luster when the Red Sox finally reversed the curse. 
Or perhaps that footage of Carlton Fisk waving his 
Game 6 homer fair hasn't lost a thing. 

Relive the epic '75 Series with the June 13 DVD 
release of the Red Sox-Reds confrontation. The 
package includes NBC’s broadcasts of all seven 
games in their entirety, so you can get the nostalgic 
feel of some of the best postseason baseball ever 

played. And, of 
course, there's 
Dick Stockton's 
Call of Fisk’s 
homer and 
those famous 
pictures, which 
were shot by a 
cameraman who 
locked on the 
Boston catcher 
after being 
spooked by a 
giant rat in the 
bowels of 
Fenway Park. 

The seven-disc set is the latest in a line of World 
Series releases from A&E Home Video. Also 
available is the 1986 Series and a Game 6 that 
didn’t end so well for the Sox. —Seth Elkin 


ALEX BRANDON / AP 


IN THE SPOTLIGHT: EDMONTON 


ae | “ 
a psn oe “ It’s time to see what the 


The LS ei 1) °’S/Ein re NHL is really made of 


Oilers’ run 


‘ik That long-awaited showdown is almost here: the 
o the 


Stanley Cup finals vs. Dora the Explorer. 

Stanley Cup In a scheduling conflict for the ages, Rexall Place is 
finals puts J ’ booked for the Dora stage show on June 17, the same 
them in is oi) ta : night the NHL scheduled 
position to A  @ . £-S) — Game6 in Edmonton. 
complete ‘es } 3  @ Early odds favor the toothless 
arare goons to boot the sweet, 
Canadian 7-year-old TV cartoon icon 
double. If OD ‘ i = and friend, Boots, the monkey, 
the Oilers Qh, the humanity—can these people handle any more success? =} to the curb. But that Dora is 


win the one tough little cookie—just 
best-of-seven series against the Hurricanes, Edmonton will be champion city of 


both the NHL and the CFL. The Eskimos, who beat the Montreal Alouettes in last countries that broadcast her 

year’s Grey Cup, open the new season June 16. adventures. The NHL would 
Edmonton held both titles once before, in 1987. The only other city to pull off A girl’s gleefulness kill for that kind of reach. 

the feat in the past 30 years is Montreal, in 1977. In the CFL, the Eskimos are hangs in the balance. —Steve Greenberg 

comparable to the NFL's Packers (13 titles for the former, 12 for the latter)—right 

down to their green and gold uniforms. —Ray Slover 


JASON SCOTT / AP 


\\ See ’ 


ask any preschooler in the 74 


NICK JR. / AP 


it all out on that court, Pistons’ Billups says with straight face Suns trade Diaw for three more shooting guards First tailgaters arrive at Lambeau for preseason opener 
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> The week ahead in sports 


THIS | GOTTA SEE. 2! tines eastern 


SAT 10 ( 


Kentucky Derby champ Barbaro and Preakness winner Bernardini 
aren’t running, which means the Belmont Stakes (6:30 p.m., ? 
ABC) is really, really wide-open. How's that for a positive spin? 
@ The promoters for the megathrowdown between light 
heavies Bernard Hopkins and Antonio Tarver (9 p.m., HBO 


ZZ 
Hopkins (left) and Tarver 


iA 


pay-per-view) are calling this the “Fight to the Finish.’ For the suggested retail price of $49.95, | would hope so. 


SUN 11 


OK, so it’s not breakfast at Wimbledon. But 
a nice filet bernaise and the French Open 
men’s final (9 a.m., NBC) still is a fine way 
to jump-start your Sunday. 
@ The Rocket is pitching today! OK, OK, 
he’s scheduled to throw for Class AA Corpus 
Christi. But that doesn’t take all the luster 
off Braves-Astros (2 p.m., TBS), an LDS 
re-rematch from the past two years, 


> MON 12 


The United States kicks off its World Cup (noon, ESPN2) 
schedule against the Czech Republic. | was going to 
make a joke here, but the only thing worse than watching 
soccer is getting hate e-mail from its fans. 
@ |t’s Game 4 of the Stanley Cup finals (8 p.m., NBC), which 
# means it’s possible that by day's end the reigning NHL champs no 
longer will be the ... um ... team that last won the title. 


U.S. midfielder Landon Donovan 


(Ee eS 


COMING AT YOU” 


www.StubHub.com 


In the June 23 issue 


Boys of summer. They're the sloppy rugrats getting 

their first taste of T-ball. The fresh-faced teens vying for a 

spot at the College World Series. The overgrown kids playing 

at your favorite MLB park. We love them for their 

youthfulness, for their simplicity, for being classically 

American, Next week, in an expanded photo package, we 

celebrate them. 

@ Finally learn how to ... throw a curveball, sink your free 

throws and a bunch of other stuff you ought to know by now. 

@ No repeat this year—the new NBA champions prepare to take their throne. 


StubHub’ 


1.866,STUBHUB 
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TUE 13 


It must be a huge week on the 
links because the gang at the 
Golf Channel reached into its 
bag and pulled out this big 
hitter: Tiger vs. Phil (9 p.m.), a 
look at the rivalry between the 
sport's Mr. 1A and Mr. 1B. 


THU 15 


For the must-see version of Tiger 
vs. Phil: The U.S. Open (10 a.m., 
ESPN) tees off at Winged Foot 
Golf Club in Mamaroneck, N.Y. 
@ It's the fourth installment of 
the late show known as the NBA 
Finals (9 p.m., ABC). Flip to 
Letterman to kill time during 
those fourth quarter timeouts. 
—Kyle Veltrop 


r 


Concerts 


BEBETO MATTHEWS / AP 


JAY DROWNS / SN 


The playoffs. 

Can they be 

more exciting? 
This, my friend, is why 
you're a sports fan. 
OK, this and the 
chance to root for 
Kaka in the World 
Cup and mean it. 


Summer. Hard 
to fathom it’s 
June already. | 


think my calendar got 
thrown off when the 
Cubs started their 
swoon in April. 


The NFL 

commish. Paul 

Tagliabue won't 
endorse any 
candidates when 
owners meet. He will, 
however, continue to 
refer to Daniel Snyder 
and Jerry Jones as 
Thelma and Louise. 


The NHL. 

An increase in 

projected 
revenue means the 
salary cap could rise 
by $4 million or so. 
Let's play “You're the 
G.M": Do you add a 
couple of front-line 
defensemen or 
Clemens for 39% 
days? 


ArenaBowl 

20. I'm still 

bitter they stole 
the expression 
“50-yard indoor war” 
Back in the day, that’s 
what we called the line 
to the urinals on 
25-cent beer night. 


Score Tickets at the Last Minute! 


Theater 


tgarner@sportingnews.com 


Safe at home 


*m on my way to my 
favorite 13-year-old’s 
baseball game. There 
are approximately 973 
fields at this 
particular athletic 
complex, and I’ve started 
looking for his team at 
the wrong end. There are 
kids running, chasing, 
shrieking in my path, 
little gremlinlike things 
with sticky blue patches 
of snow cone on their 
faces. It’s 95 degrees and 
chaotic and messy. 

And I love it. There are 
a couple of places you 
really feel at home. For 
me, one of those places is 
a baseball field. I spent so 
much time at baseball 
fields as a kid. And now, 
whenever I am on an 
airplane, I peek out the 
window and look for the dust marking the 
tiny fields scattered below. No matter where 
you go in the country, you can spot them. 

Like most places that feel like home, you 
can leave them for a little while but 
eventually they pull you back. Which is why, 
even though I have no kids or much-younger 
siblings or nephews who 
just adore their Aunt Trish 
(yet!), | coach little league 
whenever I can. 

You learn lots of things 
really quickly when you 
coach little league. Like that 
kids take everything, and I 
mean everything, literally. 
After a rash of ground balls 
through my little infielders’ 
legs, we spent a practice 
going over the basics. “OK,” 
I said, “you need to make 
sure your glove’s totally on the ground.” | 
demonstrated. “See? You should be 
scooping up dirt with the ball.” Cue the next 
scene: one kid dumping a glove full of dirt 
over another kid's head. I gave him my best 
bewildered adult look: “What are you 


One dad insisted his son 
play catcher because he 
was going to be better 
than Mike Piazza. 
| found out my little 
Mike Piazza was more of 
a little Danny Almonte— 
he was 10 on a team of 
8- and 9-year-olds. 


(NOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL 


im Tricia Garner 
iY Young and Restless 


back, way back... 


a/ 


Kids sure love being on the ol’ baseball field. Some of ’em even enjoy stuff like 
batting, running and throwing. 


doing?” He grinned. “You said to put dirt in 
our glove!” 

Clearly, you can’t turn your back for too 
long. If you do, it’s fairly certain your budding 
all-stars will a) engage in an impromptu 
sword fight with two bats; b) stage sneak 
attacks on one another (or you) with their 
juice boxes; or c) start using 
the balls to smash bugs, the 
remains of which will be 
wiped along any number of 
surfaces, including your 
arm. Or they will use their 
protective cups—which 
they’re simultaneously 
mortified and proud to 
own—for an array of 
alternative, mildly 
disgusting purposes, 
including as a tiny water 
trough. (True story!) 

You'll also learn all the cliches are true, 
and at least one parent will think his kid is 
destined for the major leagues. One dad 
insisted his son play catcher and only 
catcher because the kid was going to be 
(said with a straight face and all the 


Coaching a little league team can take you back, 


conviction in the world) 
better than Mike Piazza. A 
month into the season, I 
found out my little Mike 
Piazza really was more of a 
little Danny Almonte—he 
was 10 on a team of 8- and 
9-year-olds. His dad had 
lied about his son’s age to 
ensure he’d be the biggest 
(and presumably the best, 
although—shocker!—he 
wasn't) kid on the team. 

Actually, check that— 
not all of the cliches are 
true. They say you can’t 
play favorites, but you'll 
have one—just as you'll 
have a kid you can't stand. 
Those players can change, 
and some days they might 
even be the same kid. But 
it’s unavoidable. You just 
have to hide it. 

Finally, there always will 
be one kid who brings new meaning to the 
phrase zero attention span. Mine was Kevin. 
Bless his heart, he spent most of his waking 
hours on another planet. I have no doubt it 
was a very nice place, probably much nicer 
than the one where you and I live, but it 
wasn't very conducive to baseball. 

“Hey, Kevin!” Whistle. “Kev! Over here, 
buddy.” A glance. “Good! Now, if you get the 
ball, | want you to throw it to Micah, OK? 
Throw it to Micah at first.” Kevin tosses his 
glove in the air, whirls around in a circle and 
unsuccessfully tries to catch it before it hits 
the ground. “Kevin! For real, Kev, you gotta 
watch where the ball is because you might 
get hurt if you don’t, OK? Just watch the 
ball, and if it comes to you, throw it to 
Micah.” Two seconds of attentiveness. Then 
he wanders over to the foul line, where he 
begins plucking dandelions out of the grass. 
I want to bang my head against the foul pole. 

But when the inning ends, he runs across 
the field and presents me with a bouquet of 
smashed dandelions, a smile stretched 
across his sweaty, smudged face. 

That, right there—that’s the great thing 
about a place that feels like home. 


BOB LEVERONE / SN 
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XI 


Finally, we can stop with the daily 
Roger Clemens watch. The Astros 
have a good shot to make the playoffs 
with that rotation. —vsiyke via SportingNews.com 


@ Philly fans are no better or no 
worse than any other fans out 
there (SN, June 2). How about 
Boston fans booing Johnny 
Damon? “Oh, they are 
passionate.” But when we boo 
Scott Rolen, it's, “What a bunch 
of savages.’ —Pau! Lorio, 

Mount Joy, Pa. 


@ Any fan wearing the opposing 
team’s colors will be booed. If 
Sean Deveney were wearing a 
Jeter jersey in Boston or a 
Pujols jersey in Chicago, he 
would get the same reception. 
—Mike Cometz, Marlton, N.J. 


@ Kyle Busch has a bad attitude 
just like his older brother. | guess 


RE: E: THE BEST 0 OF THE THE BEST 
Posted t by LSUSMCR 
_| am not one of those people 
who automatically says the SEC 
- is the best football conference. | I 
- do believe that the top half of 
‘the SEC is definitely the best in 
college football, though. When 
you look at Georgia, Florida, 
, Tennessee, LSU, Auburn a and 
~ Alabama, you see fc football. 


powers. | do not | believe that any 


conference can put arth six 
teams that could consistently 
compete with those sk 


RADIOXSTAR 


Real talk from a fan 
on Sporting News Radio 


yourturn@sportingnews.com 


he wants to be a tough 
guy. He looks like he 
couldn't fight his way out 
of a wet paper bag. One 
day, someone will take 
him up on his offer and 
knock his block off. 
—dragontatt via 
SportingNews.com 


@ Great article as usual by 
Dave Kindred (SN, June 2), It's 
sickening that they let Barry 
Bonds hang over the plate and 
wear that armor. —Bill Fort, 
Tyler, Texas 


@ Honestly, when was the last 
time Dave Kindred wrote an 
article that didn’t mention Barry 


Big Ben—hiding 
from the ball? 


esi 


jerry51155 


j Ben Wallace i is 
-Nonexistent on 
offense, He i isan 
embarrassment to + 


watch. | Notice how he doesn’t 


want the b ore pas 


‘RE: ENERGY sunt 


Posted by j rene 
ne Wade and LeBron 


> ee e brought back the 


excitement of the NBA. The 


Bonds? 

Let it go 
already. 
Stop paying 
attention to 
him. —Chris 
Condit, 
Cleveland 


B® Let's face 
it: If you're 


a major 
conference, 
you have 
ample opportunities to make the 
NCAA Tournament (SN, June 9), 

| don’t have a lot of sympathy for 
these major schools that 
schedule cupcake nonconference 
foes and struggle for consistency 
in their conferences, then bow 
out in the first round of their 
conference tournaments. Why 
would their inclusion make the 
NCAA Tournament any better? 
—RB87 via SportingNews.com 


ROBERT SEALE / SN 


upcoming eae will be very fun 
to watch. | look forward to many 


conference finals and maybe 
a 
even Finals (if o1 one signs 


elsewhere) between these ie 


They are among the most — 


~ exciting and explosive players i in 
ane. NBA, period. — 


a team from 


‘Finally, Barry Bonds has hit home run No. 715. | was the biggest 
Bonds fan over the past three weeks, just so he could hit his 
homers and then we wouldn't have to hear about him anymore. 


Maybe now we can remove our focus from Bonds and talk about 
the other 29 teams. —Kevin in Charlotte on the Arnie Spanier Show 
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New Red Zone Clear Gel. 


Next time, use the strongest Old Spice clear gel on the planet. 


Wing men 


Of course, Tiger and Phil will be the big stories at next week’s 
U.S. Open. Just not the only ones. By Noah Liberman 


Don’t be a sucker. They’re going to tell 
you the big story at the U.S. Open is Tiger 
Woods and how he deals with the death of 
his beloved father, Earl. Tiger hasn’t played 
in a tournament since he putted away the 
Masters a few weeks before Earl’s death, and 
the Open, at Winged Foot, will represent his 
longest layoff before a major. Adding to the 
emotion, the 
Sunday round will 
be played on 
Father’s Day. 

Powerful story, 
but not the big 
one. Nor is this: 
Phil Mickelson is 
going for his third 
straight major. 


earned his degree in course management 
and stress management. But Phil never has 
entered a tournament with this much 
pressure on his shoulders. Can he handle it? 
Tiger’s situation is a different twist on the 
same theme. Putting abandoned him at the 
Masters, where he and Fred Couples dinked 
away chances at the title. His long layoff 
makes you 
wonder how his 
putting nerves 
will react to the 
pressure of a 
major. And he’s 
already 
concerned with 
driving accuracy 
and distance 


Wow, never _ control with his 
thought you'd = irons. So Tiger 
read those 2 has a full bucket, 
words—did 2 you might say, 
you?—the way 2 even before the 
Lefty used to duff wf \ : 8 emotions come 
aes! witnanie Mickelson has turned around his career— ae Play. 

ig ones. But but he has yet to slay the Open That’s why 
here he is, you should be 


halfway to a “Tiger Slam” of four straight 
majors over two seasons. 

Compelling stories, but here’s the one 
with real oomph: Neither of these guys has 
won this tournament since 2002, which is a 
huge drought given their recent overall 
success. And for what it’s worth, an 
American hasn't won the U.S. Open since 
Jim Furyk in 2003; that suggests it’s 
not going to be easy for Tiger or Phil 
to break through. By June, overseas 
players have settled into the 
rhythms of playing and traveling 
over here—plus, you’d have to think 
they bring a little of the stubborn fire 
that has helped the Europeans kick 


more interested in the chances of 2005 
winner Michael Campbell and 2004 winner 
Retief Goosen, who has won two Opens since 
2001 and led last year’s after three rounds. 
So don’t be a sucker. While they’re 
yammering about Tiger and Phil, keep an 
eye on a handful of foreigners with little 
pressure on them and nothing to lose. 


Hard to handle 


This year's setup at Winged Foot may be the most 
difficult in major championship history. A look at Winged 
Foot versus the past four U.S. Open venues, with rankings 
in order of difficulty. -Reid Spencer 
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Four others who could win it 


igtieh Utes me ‘e a 
Campbell. An exceptional ball-striker 


Chad 


who covets a berth on the U.S. Ryder Cup team. 
A victory at Winged Foot would guarantee a trip 
to Ireland in September. 


Jim Furyk. 
What the 2003 
Open champ 
lacks in distance 
off the tee, he 
makes up for 
with accuracy 
and course 
management. 


Sergio Garcia. 

In six previous U.S. Open 
appearances, Garcia 
never has missed a cut; 
he tied for third last year 
at Pinehurst. 


Vijay Singh. 

The putter has betrayed 
him recently, but Singh’s 
U.S. Open record is 
impressive: 11 cuts made ¢ 
and six top 10s in the 
past 11 years. —R.S. 


fanny in the Ryder Cup for more than 
a decade. 

To summarize: Can Tiger or Phil 
even win? 

The U.S. Open is bruising golf. 
Long courses and tough roughs 
demand power and accuracy off the 
tee, and slightly insane green 
configurations demand stellar 
putting. Hey, that’s how Phil won 
the Masters, so you have to like his 
chances—assuming his psyche 
continues maturing the way it has 
the past two years, when he finally 
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Length 


1. Winged Foot (2006), 7,264 yards 


2. Bethpage Black (2002), 7,214 yards 
3. Pinehurst No. 2 (2005), 7,214 yards 
4. Olympia Fields (2003), 7,190 yards 
5. Shinnecock Hills (2004), 6,996 yards 
In addition to being the longest course in 
the history of the U.S. Open, Winged Foot 
also will feature the championships 
longest par-4 (the 514-yard 9th) and 
second-longest par-5 (the 640-yard 
12th). 


Rough 


2. Bethpage Black 

3. Olympia Fields 

4. Shinnecock Hills 

5, Pinehurst No. 2 

The rough at Winged Foot 
will be brutally deep and 
juicy, creating a hack-and- 
hope mentality for those 
unfortunate enough to 
miss the fairway. 


Greens 
1. Shinnecock Hills 


2. Winged Foot 


3. Pinehurst No. 2 

4. Bethpage Black 

5. Olympia Fields 

The putting surfaces at 
Winged Foot feature plenty 
of slope, and if the USGA 
loses control of green 
speeds, 10-over-par could 
win the 2006 championship. 
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DEBRIS HAPPENS. 


Be prepared for whatever lands on your car with Rain-X Bug and Tar Pre-Wash Gel. It adheres to bugs, 


tar, bird droppings and other hard-to-remove debris, breaking them down so they easily wash away. 
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That's right—20. 
The league with 
the tiny fields 
and titanic 
scores must be 
doing a whole 
lot right. 

By Paul Day 


W's lp: It’s good. 
lt’s here to stay... 
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DOUGLAS C. PIZAC / AP 
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When Peter Kern, the longest- 
tenured owner in the AFL, took over 
the Tampa Bay Storm in 1994, the 
Arena Football League still was barely 
visible on a crowded sports 
landscape. “I'd get on the airplane and 
it was, ‘The Tampa Bay who? Arena 
football? What’s that?’” Kern says. 
“Now, people know who we are.” 

Since the start of the 2003 season, 
AFL games have been on NBC, 
which will televise the Chicago Rush 
vs. the Orlando Predators in 
ArenaBow! 20 from Las Vegas at 
3 p.m. ET Sunday. The league has 
scheduled events spanning the 
whole weekend, including concerts, 
fan fests and a national combine for 
prospective AFL players. The video 
game industry gave the league 
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So what if somebody scores every 
third time you blink? The Colorado 
Crush had a blast during last 
year’s ArenaBowl victory. 
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additional exposure when EA 
Sports released an Arena 
Football game in February. 

“People are realizing it’s not a 
sideshow or a carnival,” Kern 
says. “It’s legitimate.” 

The path to success has not 
been without bumps. The now 
18-team league began with four 
teams in 1987. Along the way, 26 
clubs folded their tents for good. 

In 2000, the league took a 
giant step by establishing a 
developmental league, af2, to 
spread its brand to smaller 
markets and train athletes to 
play at the AFL level. 

Combines, video games, minor 
leagues—what’s next for the 
AFL? Televised drafts, anyone? 
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Oh, those 
wacky numbers 


Shutout in AFL history. On June 13, 
1992, the Orlando Predators beat the 
San Antonio Force, 50-0. f 


Touchdowns in a single game—an AFL 
record—by the appropriately nicknamed 
“Touchdown” Eddie Brown for 
~ the Albany Firebirds on 
May 18, 1996. 


» MVP awards for 
Kurt Warner 
with the NFL's 

Rams, which is two 

more than he won during 

his three-year stint with 
the AFL's lowa 

Barnstormers. 


Average scoring total for AFL games 
during the 2006 regular season. 


The AFLs single-season rushing record, 
set by Grand Rapids quarterback 
Michael Bishop in 2005. 


The AFUs single-game scoring record, set 
by the New York Dragons against the 
Carolina Cobras on July 7, 2001. 
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Super Bowl | 


Good luck finding one, let alone 


The most expensive one Tickets 
for AB20 costs $125 finding a way to pay for it 
The Tampa Bay Storm has Dynasties The 49ers, Cowboys and Steelers 
» won a league-record five ABs have won five SBs apiece 
The Orlando Predators have Not so near Vikings and Bills fans have endured 
lost a league-record four ABs— dynasties four SB losses without a consolation 
but have won two titles, too victory; the Broncos also have four SB 
losses but have won two 
The combined average score of Scoring The combined average score of 
the first 19 ABs is 83.1 the past 19 SBs is 51.1 
Almost every play is a pass Style Almost every pass play goes for 4 
yards thanks to the West Coast offense 
Most AFL players are iron men who Versatility Do special teams count as one side 
play on both sides of the ball of the ball? 
50 yards from goal line Field size Desmond Howard's kickoff return in 


SB31 wouldn't have looked so hot 
on half the field 


to goal line 


Two Hall of Famers and a rock star 


Mike Ditka has 
co-owned the 
Chicago Rush 
since the 2005 
season and is a 
big fan of the 
AFL's style of 
play. “I love 
the way players are forced to play in all facets of 
the game,” he says. “It reminds me of the way 
the game was played when I was growing up in 
western Pennsylvania.” 
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John Elway shares control of the Colorado 
Crush, which won the 2005 ArenaBowl. “The 
sports business is not brain surgery,” he 
says. “The learning curve is a lot shorter in 
the front office than on the field.” 


You’d smile, 
too, if you were rich, famous 
and running the show. 


JENNIFER GRAYLOCK / AP 


Jon Bon Jovi co-owns the Philadelphia Soul, which led the 
AFL in attendance in 2006—presumably because he 
accepted fans dead or alive. 


Get in on the AFL 
action by buying a 
collectors edition 
ArenaBowl XX 
program, which is 
available at 
newsstands and 
bookstores. 


There can't be an ArenaBowl 20 without ... 


American Conference Champion 
Chicago Rush (7-9) 


National Conference Champion 
z.. Orlando Predators (10-6) 
PREDATORS. 


3 p.m. ET Sunday, NBC 


Contributing: Andrew Abramson, Justin Coons and Vinnie lyer 
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Ss The big difference: 
e y Nowitzki and O’Neal are 
) both big men, but only 
O'Neal is an old-fashioned 
NBA big man. 
_ NBA 
Shag, Dirk and the refs wwetye ge 
will determine whether 
the Heat or Mavericks 
turn their first trip 
to the show 
into a title #: 


By Stan McNeal 
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Go RVing. 


hen talking about the NBA 
playoffs, the key word has 
been change. Out are the 
Pistons and Spurs, the teams 
most figured would be the last 
two standing. In are teams 
making it to The Finals for the 
first time, the Mavericks and Heat. 

Out is the notion that slug-it-out, slowdown 
basketball is the only way to win a 
championship. In are two teams that can play 
fast or slow, and neither way has to be ugly to 
watch. 

Back in—The Finals, that is—are the Heat’s 
Shaquille O'Neal, Gary Payton and coach Pat 
Riley. Each is in with a third team. 

Out again, to no disappointment of O'Neal, 
is his former sparring partner, Kobe Bryant. 

In, to O’Neal’s delight, is his teammate 
Dwyane Wade, the third-year guard who has 
ascended into the league's truly elite by 
taking over fourth quarters as no one since, 
well, the sidekick Shaq didn’t like so much. 
Wade can expect to be defended by another 
young player who has taken his game to new 
heights this spring, Mavericks forward Josh 
Howard. Both were part of the 2003 draft, the 
class that includes LeBron James and is 
largely responsible for the league’s 
resurgence, 

Perhaps the biggest test facing all this 
change is the theory that a championship 
team has to have a dominant big man (or 
Michael Jordan). The Mavs and Heat both are 
led by 7-footers, but one, the Mavericks’ Dirk 
Nowitzki, shoots like a guard and plays with 
the athleticism of a small forward. Only 
O'Neal does his damage solely on the inside. 
How he performs will show us just how much 
the league is changing. 


The big man 


In Game 5 of the Eastern Conference finals, 
Ben Wallace so thoroughly stuffed a 


point-blank shot by O'Neal that Shaq crashed 
to the court. See a play like that and you can’t 
help but wonder how much O’Neal’s game has 
declined. After all, at 34, Shaq averaged career 
lows in scoring (20.0) and rebounding (9.2) 
and really couldn’t use injuries as an excuse. 

Though his playoff numbers aren’t much 
better—20.1 and 9.6—his demise will not be 
exaggerated here. Wade figures to be the 
Heat’s go-to scorer in The Finals, but O’Neal 
remains the key to Miami’s chances. He’s 
healthy and, according to most observers, 
might be moving better in these playoffs than 
he has since he won three straight titles with 
the Lakers. 

“Lively is the best word to describe him,” 
says former NBA center Will Perdue, who is 
working the playoffs as a radio analyst. 

Says an Eastern Conference scout, “Ben 
Wallace could guard Shaq by himself last year 
because he was hurt. This year, he can’t be 
guarded by one guy.” 

As O'Neal has added years, he has picked 
up moves. “He used to just back you down 
and dunk on you,” says Perdue. “There were 
two ways to defend him—foul him or try to 
guess which way he was going to turn and get 
a charge. 

“Now he’s drop-stepping, spinning away 
from the basket and shooting, and shooting a 
jump hook from the middle of the lane. That 
makes it much more difficult to guess.” 

Though O'Neal has gone to more of a 
finesse game—in part to stay out of foul 
trouble—power still propels him, He made 
12 of 14 shots in the Game 6 clincher against 
the Pistons; O'Neal attempted all his shots in 
the lane, and six of his baskets were dunks. 

Expect the Mavs to try single coverage on 
O'Neal—at least until he begins his move. 
When the Mavs want to go with size, they’ll 
call on Erick Dampier, who had eight points, 
six rebounds and four DNPs in the Western 
Conference finals against the Suns. Dampier 
probably has as much experience defending 


An Eastern Conference scout looks at the Heat's role players 


Everyone is talking about Shaq and Dwyane Wade, 
and rightfully so, but Antoine Walker, Gary Payton, 
Udonis Haslem and James Posey have made a big 
difference. They see this as their chance to win a ring. 
The thing is, they all don’t have to play well every night; 
all the Heat needs is for two of the four to have a good 
game, and that has been happening. Walker has been 
playing within the offense and making good decisions 
on when to pass and when to score. Haslem does the 
dirty work that helps even when he isn’t making shots, 
and Posey has been steady defensively and has shown 
he can hit big shots. And, yes, there's a reason | didn’t 
include Jason Williams here. He's too weak to guard 
anybody, and his shooting is inconsistent. He’s OK when 
they're running, but otherwise you don’t have to guard 
him. They're better when Payton is in the game. 


GARY MALERBA / AP 


Posey and other Miami role players can 
beat the defense when necessary. 
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The Suns’ time is near 


Sometimes, coming close isn’t all that bad. Ask the Suns. Sure, it hurt 
to lose in the Western Conference finals for a second straight season. 

But after blowing an 18-point lead and being held to 15 points in the 
third quarter of their biggest game of the season, the Suns were not overly 
disappointed. Just by reaching the conference finals, they exceeded 


everyone's expectations—even their own. 


“We accomplished things that everybody said we couldn't; All-Star 


small forward Shawn Marion says. 


Their real reason to remain upbeat: Amare Stoudemire is coming back. 
Even though he will be returning from two knee surgeries—including a 
microfracture procedure that has ended more than a few careers—the 
Suns are confident Stoudemire again will be on his way to becoming a 
fixture among the top five players in the league. His short-lived comeback 


in March was followed by arthroscopic 
surgery, but now all signs are pointing to go. 

Jerry Colangelo, Suns CEO and managing 
director of USA Basketball’s senior men’s 
team, says Stoudemire likely will be 100 
percent well before he joins Team USA for the 
World Championships, which begin August 19 
in Japan. 

“He'll report in July and within a week 
should be going full speed,” Colangelo says. 
“We're looking at him as being as much a part 
of this team as anyone.’ 

The World Championships will be a nice 
tuneup for Stoudemire, and the Suns team he 
will return to will look even better than the one 
he watched from the bench last week. Raja 
Bell and Boris Diaw likely will be better in their 
second seasons with the team. The Suns will 


try to upgrade their 

depth at point guard The Suns 
behind MVP Steve expect 

Nash. They'll also have Stoudemire to 
back Kurt Thomas, who put them over 
was solid at center the top next 


before a right foot season. 
injury in February 

essentially sidelined him for the rest of the 
season. Thomas will provide much-needed 
interior depth. 

The Suns’ biggest move may be deciding 
whether to bring back 6-10 forward Tim 
Thomas, who was picked up late in the 
season and became one of the team’s most 
important players in the playoffs. His ability to 
run the floor and shoot 3s makes him a good 
fit for the Suns. But Thomas made $14 million 
in the last year of his contract and will have to 
take a huge pay cut to stay in Phoenix. Coach 
and general manager Mike D'Antoni told 
reporters the team won't “commit financial 
Suicide” to sign Thomas. 

With the core he has, D'Antoni realizes he 
may no longer need Thomas, who has worn 
out his welcome at more than one of his five 
stops around the league. “Character is the 
thing that’s going to get us over the top,” 
D'Antoni says. “That's why we're going to win a 
championship here pretty soon.” 

And another reason there was no need to 
be devastated when it didn’t happen this 
season. —S.M. 
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Shaq as anyone, but he has had 
no more success than anyone. 

When the Mavs want to mix up 
things, they'll turn to DeSagana 
Diop, who used to be one of the 
only players in Shaq’s weight 
class. Diop, however, dropped 
about 40 pounds and checks in 
these days at about 280—roughly 
40 less than a slimmed-down Shaq. 

“Oh yes, he looks to be moving 
better,” Diop says of O'Neal. “But I 
don’t know about him losing 
weight. He’s always been so big 
that I don’t see that.” 

Well, he is likely to get a closer 
view over the next week or so. 
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The unflappable 
German 


Shorten Nowitzki by a foot, buy 
him some Billabongs, and stick 
him on a beach in Southern 
California. He'd fit right in. 

He has the long, blond locks of 
a surfer dude. And he’s so 
laid-back it wouldn’t be 
surprising to see him flash the 
peace sign to the crowd after one 
of his 3-pointers. 

But looks can be deceiving, as 
you realize every time you catch 
billionaire Mark Cuban dressed 
down in jeans and a T-shirt. 
Nowitzki may talk like scoring 50 
points in the Western Conference 
finals is no more of a trip than 
catching a nice wave off Laguna 
Beach, but don’t mistake his 
demeanor for his determination. 

Just ask Phoenix forward Tim 
Thomas, who in Game 4 helped 
hold Nowitzki to a playoff-low 11 
points as the Suns evened the 
series at 2-2. Move ahead to 
Game 5 and a 3-pointer by 
Thomas that put the Suns up by 
seven with 3:27 left in the third 
quarter. The basket also gave 
Thomas a 26-21 lead in his scoring 
duel with Nowitzki and followed a 
second quarter confrontation that 
was highlighted by Thomas’ 
blowing a kiss at Nowitzki. 

Well, with Nowitzki feeling like 
the Mavs’ season “was swimming 
away,” he started stroking. Any 
doubts about his transformation 
this season from 7-foot jump 
shooter to all-around offensive 
force were doused in the next 
15 minutes, 27 seconds, a span in 
which he outscored Thomas, 
29-). Nowitzki outscored the Suns, 
22-20, in the fourth quarter and 
almost singlehandedly put the 
Mavs one victory from The Finals. 
Then he led the way in Game 6 
with 24 points and 10 rebounds. 

Expect Nowitzki to be an even 
tougher matchup for Udonis 
Haslem, Antoine Walker and 
whoever else has to defend him. 
Nowitzki scored 27 points when 
the Mavs handed the Heat its 
worst loss of the season, by 36 
points, in February. 

The Heat likely will focus on 
limiting Nowitzki’s rebounding— 
his 11.9 postseason average is the 
highest of any player who made it 
past the first round, and the 
Mavericks have outrebounded 
their opponent in all 17 of their 
playoff games. 


Just call Johnson 
a winner 


With apologies to Heat forward Wayne 
Simien and Mavericks forward Josh Powell, 
there will be only one rookie worth 
watching in The Finals: Dallas coach Avery 
Johnson. 

Forget that he took over late last season 
and coached in the playoffs. Remember 
that his counterpart is Pat Riley. Given 
Riley’s resume, Johnson deserves some 
slack and should be counted as a rookie. 

Johnson, though, has not coached like a 
rookie this season; his peers voted him 
SportinG News Coach of the Year. And 
during the playoffs, he has made lineup 
changes that turned two series in the 
Mavs’ favor. Against the Spurs, he inserted 
Devin Harris at the point to pick up the 
pace. Against the Suns, he went with 
center DeSagana Diop, who showed 


surprising mobility in defending the lane and hustling for points 


after offensive boards. 


Johnson continues to stress defense over offense, just as he 
has since he replaced Don Nelson last year. After the Mavericks 
rallied past the Suns in the Western Conference finals by holding 
them to 15 points in the third quarter of Game 6, Johnson 


The Mavs groomed Johnson perfectly—fro 
assistant to the guy who never stops calling for defense. 


showed enough of an edge to dig at any detractors. 


“We did it what? Defensively?” he said with a sly grin in his 


The whistle-blowers 


If you want 

to know why 
he’s called 
‘Little General,’ 
watch him 
during practice. 


player to 
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postgame news conference. “We're not a 
defensive team. Defensively, wow, that’s 
pretty new.” 

Credit Nelson and the organization for 
helping Johnson, 41, make a seamless 
transition from the end of the bench to the 
head of it. Three years ago, Johnson was a 
backup point guard with the Mavericks. When 
he did not make the playoff roster, Nelson had 
him sit in on game-planning sessions during 
the team's run to the conference finals. 

The Mavs traded Johnson to the Warriors 
during the summer of 2003 before bringing 
him back before the 2004-05 season to be 
a player-coach. Nelson, however, quickly 
told Johnson to forget about playing. 

“He was running training camp from 
Day 1 (in 2004), says Harris, a 
second-year point guard. “I’ve never seen 
him as anything but a coach.” 

Before long, Johnson—if you want to 
know why he’s called “Little General)’ watch 
him during practice—was offering opinions 


in meetings. By midseason, he had been the substitute head 
coach in a number of games. Last March Nelson felt it was the 
time for a change, and Johnson took over. 

“The players already were used to hearing his voice” Mavs 
assistant head coach Del Harris says. “He was used to being in 
charge virtually, so it worked out very smoothly. This really has 
been the ideal situation for a young coach,’ 

Regardless of whether he’s really a rookie. —S.M. 


Though The Finals will 
feature two of the game’s best 
7-footers—not to mention 
Wade, its best player under 6-5 
—keep an eye on the guys who 
always are being yelled at, you 


outings with 19, 16 and 15 
(twice) free throw attempts. 
Even though the playoffs 
are heading into their seventh 
week, players still are having 
difficulty adjusting to all the 


know, the 
ones with the 
whistles. You 
probably 
won't be able 


calls. 

“It’s hard, 
but that’s the 
way it is and 
you just have 


to miss them. to adjust,” ore 

The league Mavericks - ULD. GROSS THE FINISH LINI - 

said contact point guard = Ws 

on the Devin Harris 

perimeter a says. | 
would be 2 Though | 
called as 2 O'Neal ee 

tightly in the = s ; : doesn’t = = = = -— 
postseason 7 ; © venture out 

as it was in The guys in gray have been to the 

the regular kind to Wade and Nowitzki in perimeter, he 

season, and it the playoffs. also has 

has been. spent his share of time in foul 


trouble. When he lowers a 
shoulder and bangs his 
defender, the calls aren't going 
in his favor as often as they 
used to. 

Given all the change we’ve 
seen during the playoffs, that 
only makes sense. SN 


This has created plenty of 
open-floor scoring but also a 
heck of a lot of stops in play. 
Nowitzki attempted 24 free 
throws in a second-round 
game against the Spurs and 18 
in his 50-point game against 
the Suns. Wade has had 


Promotion ends August 1, 2006. Official rules and list of prizes are available at www.dickies500.com 
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NHL 


laugh 


Having ditched his bad 

reputation when he moved 

to Edmonton, star defenseman 
is primed 

for a Stanley Cup run 


one ever doubted his 
ability. It was his attitude 
that sparked the questions 
about Chris Pronger. 

Smart aleck. Selfish. 
Immature. All that and more from 
the moment the Hartford Whalers 
drafted Pronger second overall in 
June 1993. Yet he also was a lean, 
lanky defenseman with a good 
blend of size and quickness, 
vision and puck control that 
allowed him to be dominant all 
over the ice. 

So much potential; so much 
pressure. 

Funny, isn’t it, that having 
fulfilled his lofty expectations and 
finally gotten a shot at winning 
the Stanley Cup, Pronger comes 
face to face with the ghost of 
Chris past. The Oilers are taking 
on the Hurricanes, nearly a 
decade removed from Hartford. 
What better stage for Pronger to 
prove he’s no longer a man-child 
but a man. 

A refresher on Chris past: At 
19, burdened by expectations on 
a struggling team, Pronger was 
involved in a barroom brawl and 
less than a month later was 
arrested for drunken driving. He 
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was booed mercilessly 
on the ice. 

When the Whalers 
decided to trade him, 
Pronger was stung by a 
parting shot. He was 
labeled the player who 
arrived as “the next 
Larry Robinson,” a hero 
in the Canadiens 
dynasty of the 1970s, 
and was leaving “as 
Mrs. Robinson.” 

Even his departure 
from Hartford was no 
favor. Then-Blues 
general manager Mike 
Keenan swapped 
popular veteran winger 
Brendan Shanahan for 
Pronger, still only 20. 
Blues fans hated 
Pronger as much as 
they hated Keenan for 
making the deal. 
Pronger arrived to boos 
in St. Louis. 

But Keenan craved 
this future cornerstone 
defenseman. “We knew there 
would be some lag time,” Keenan 
would say later. “Chris is very 
intense. You could see it in his 


demeanor as his confidence 
grew.” 

To accelerate Pronger’s 
maturity, Keenan saddled him with 
leadership responsibilities. It was a 


mistake in some ways, and 
whispers grew that a team with a 
ton of talent was failing to meet its 
Stanley Cup potential because of 
Pronger’s effect in the locker room. 


Pronger may be more mature, 
but opponents who think he has 
become soft on the ice are in 
for a bone-crunching 
awakening. 


But, oh, what talent he had. 
Pronger was the NHL’s top 
defenseman and MVP in 2000, a 
rare feat. He shrugged off a bum 
knee and broken forearm and 
helped the Blues reach the 
Western Conference finals in 
2001. Still, the old rumors 
persisted. 

So when the Blues began a 
financial overhaul last summer, 
Pronger was the first star to go. 

Turns out, going to Edmonton 
was the best thing that could 
have happened. Selfish? His 
teammates now gush about him. 
And listen to what Pronger said 
after the Oilers clinched the 
Western Conference 
championship: 

“Teamwork is the answer. And I 
wouldn’t say we had big names, 
but you’re going to see a number 
of our players on our team 
become big names. You know, I 
played on good teams in St. 
Louis, but we never had this type 
of depth and this type of 
commitment to one another.” 

Clearly, something is different. 
On the ice, he still has that 
steely glare and 
unflinching 
determination. Off it, 
he’s more comfortable. 
You can see it in his 
eyes. He looks more ... 
yeah, mature. 

“Change is good with 
Pronger,” Ed Olczyk, a former 
NHL player and Penguins 
coach who’s now with OLN, 
told Sporting News Radio. 
“He got a breath of fresh 
air going to Edmonton, 
playing under a coach 
like Craig MacTavish.” 

In a system that 
favors him ... with 
players who fit his style ... ona 
team with established leaders 
Jason Smith and Ryan Smyth ... 
with other veterans who survived 
years of playoff disappointment 
and finances so tight the 
franchise squeezed every 
Canadian dollar until the loon 
wailed. 

Pronger no longer must be the 
messiah, the keystone, the single 
player who can make his team a 
champion. Credit the NHL’s new 
economic reality. Within 24 hours 
of getting Pronger, the Oilers 
acquired Michael Peca, another 
former captain and leader. They 
traded for defenseman Jaroslav 
Spacek, whose pairing with 
Pronger has been perfect. 


Then at the trading deadline 
the Oilers got swift winger Sergei 
Samsonov and veteran 
goaltender Dwayne Roloson, who 
has held his own in the playoffs. 

In many ways, Pronger still is 
Pronger. He is averaging more 
than 31 minutes of ice time per 
game in the playoffs. He is 
dominant in the defensive zone, 
makes outstanding outlet passes, 
cruises along with long, powerful 
strides and keys the offense while 
maintaining defensive 
responsibility. 

And in the finals, he’s a huge 
problem for Hurricanes centers. 
Eric Staal must contend with 
being smothered. Rod 
Brind’Amour must pit his 
strength against Pronger’s. And 
Doug Weight knows he has few 


Weight hopes to 
sink the ship he 
once captained. 
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& BLOG ALERT 


Well, shazam! The team that has 

cheerleaders and a pig for a mascot 
is no joke. (Remember when the Piel 
got swallowed by a Zamboni?) 


Ray Slover has a long memory when it comes to the Hurricanes and all 
other things NHL. Pick his brain at sportingnews.com. 


A finals hat trick 


A few tidbits to keep in mind as one of the NHL's wildest springs 
culminates with the finals: 

@ Late last week, the Oilers vacated Edmonton to 
escape the manic atmosphere in Alberta. With more than a 
week off before the Stanley Cup finals, they could relax, 

recuperate from injuries and a nasty flu bug and rejuvenate 
after nearly three months of must-win games. 

So off they went to exotic Tarrytown, N.Y. 

Knowing the finals would begin in the East, the Oilers 
got to adjust to a warm, humid climate where puckhandling 

won't be easy—especially against the hard-charging 
Hurricanes. “That extra second it takes to settle the 
puck, you are going to have a guy on you,’ Oilers 
defenseman Chris Pronger says. 

@ Hurricanes center Doug Weight is a former Oilers 
captain. After winning the Eastern Conference finals, he 
admitted being “a little bit nervous” about facing his old 
team. But, Weight says, “I feel settled now. I've been 
gone from there five years. It was a wonderful place 

to play. Great hockey city. They deserve to 
be there. 
“It was a big part of my career being 
there, and | think I’m going to take that 
into it and try and beat them.” 
B This is the first Stanley Cup finals involving 
two teams from the old World Hockey Association. Back then the Hurricanes 
were the New England (later Hartford) Whalers. 


tricks Pronger hasn't already 
seen from their practice sessions 
as teammates from 2001-04. 

Olezyk says Pronger “brought a 
different dimension to the 
Oilers”—that of a franchise 
defenseman, something the team 
hasn’t had since Paul Coffey and 
Kevin Lowe played in the dynasty 
years. 

“Pronger is definitely the key,” 
Olezyk says. “He plays a lot, and 
what a luxury it is for MacTavish 
to know that pretty much half the 
game Pronger is going to be on 
the ice.” 

How very much like Robinson 
in his prime. Mature and secure, 
Pronger takes the biggest steps of 
his life. Funny, he doesn’t seem to 
mind carrying the weight of 
Canada’s expectations now. SN 
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The Super Bowl teams aren't going away after 
sound—but much different—reactions to being 
poached. Check out our offseason grades 

for the Steelers and the Seahawks— 

and the 30 other teams. By Phil Barber 


he wolves began to 
circle and howl even 
before the Vince 
Lombardi Trophy had 
been wiped clean of 
prints—and they 
struck as soon as the 
free-agent period 
began, pouncing on anyone 
separated from the herd. 
Seahawks wide receiver Joe 
Jurevicius was the first prominent 
player to go—snapped up by 
Cleveland on March 11. That 
began a rapid-fire series of raids 
on the two Super Bow! 40 teams. 
Over the next 11 days, the 
Seahawks also lost guard Steve 
Hutchinson (who received a 
sneaky offer—the wording made 
it impossible for the Seahawks to 
match—from the Vikings) and 
safety Marquand Manual 
(Packers) while the champion 
Steelers bade farewell to wide 
receiver Antwaan Randle El ; 
(Redskins), safety Chris Hope / 4 
(Titans) and defensive end 
Kimo von Oelhoffen (Jets). 
The Jets also struck the 
Seahawks, signing 
cornerback Andre Dyson. 
“After winning the 
Super Bowl, you feel 
you want to keep 
everybody,” Steelers 
director of football 
operations Kevin 
Colbert says. 
“In reality, that wasn’t 
going to happen.” 
It’s common, even 
expected, for other teams in 
the league to poach Super 
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The Steelers’ style is to develop players who eventually can replace lost 
parts. So when von Oelhoffen and Randle El departed as free agents, 
the champs were ready to plug in Keisel (99) and Wilson (80). 


Bowl teams during the free-agent 
period. More interesting were the 
responses of this year’s 
conference champions. 

The Seahawks struck back. In 
addition to retaining running back 
Shaun Alexander with an 
eight-year contract worth a 
potential $62 million, they 

shelled out $18.5 million in 
guaranteed money to land 
49ers linebacker Julian 
Peterson, one of the most 
coveted defenders on the 
market. 

“We decided that during the 
first frenzied week of free agency, 
we were not going to jump in and 
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spend a lot of money,” Seahawks 
coach Mike Holmgren says. “Yet 
we went out and got Julian 
Peterson, which was a huge 
signing for us. After that, you try 
to fill specific spots.” 

Seattle did that by re-signing 
defensive tackle Rocky Bernard 
and fullback Mack Strong and 
bringing in free agents such as 
offensive lineman Tom Ashworth 
and wide receiver Nate Burleson. 

In comparison, the Steelers 
were immobile. They signed 11 of 
their potential free agents and a 
few guys from other teams, but 
there weren’t a lot of recognizable 
names on the list. From a distance, 
the approach looked passive. But 
anyone familiar with the system 
built by the Rooney family and 
refined by coach Bill Cowher 
knows it’s just part of the plan. 

Whereas some teams—the 
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When it came to adding Peterson 
(left) and keeping Alexander, 
Seattle was willing to open its 
wallet wide. 
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Redskins and Raiders are recent 
examples—attempt to reload 
every year with veteran 
newcomers, the Steelers rely ona 
more organic model. One AFC 
personnel director describes the 
formula this way: “Don’t overpay; 
don’t mortgage your future; draft 
correctly; maintain a core of 
players; and let a few guys go.” 

The Steelers adopted the 
model out of necessity when they 
had an older stadium and 
couldn’t compete in the open 
market. They continue to apply it 
to near perfection. 

“You have to be a little 
forward-thinking,” Cowher says. 
“What will your roster be like in 
three years, four years? Even 
some guys we bring in through 
free agency, we like guys who are 
on their second contract. (Wide 
receiver) Cedrick Wilson, 
(linebacker) James Farrior—guys 
who had been with their first 
team. You still have a chance to 
develop them as players.” 

So when Randle E] left, the 
Steelers had Wilson to take his 
place and drafted Ohio State’s 
Santonio Holmes to take Wilson’s 
place as the third wideout. And 


when von Oelhoffen skipped 
town, they had Brett Keisel, a 
former seventh-round pick who 
had learned their system and was 
ready to move into the position. 

Of course, the Steelers’ system 
would fall to pieces if the 
organization weren't so stable. 
The Rooneys have owned the 
franchise since its founding in 
1933, and Cowher, entering his 
15th season, is the 
longest-tenured coach in the 
league. Colbert, whom Cowher 
calls “a breath of fresh air,” is 
beginning his seventh season in 
Pittsburgh. Everyone from 
chairman Dan Rooney to strength 
coach Chet Fuhrman knows 
precisely the type of player that 
fits the system. 

Despite their spending, the 
Seahawks seem to be building a 
similar foundation and recently 
extended Holmgren’s contract 
through 2008. 

Every team, not just Pittsburgh 
and Seattle, maneuvered through 
a competitive offseason. From the 
Dolphins and Lions (both A’s) to 
the Patriots (F), our grades were 
based on a team’s level of 
improvement or decline. 


nm motion ... the BEST and 


BEST 


1. Cardinals sign Edgerrin James. 
Teams get scared off by running backs with 
2,000-plus carries. But James won't be 28 
until August, and he didn’t do anything over 
the past two seasons—3,054 rushing yards 
and 23 touchdowns—to make anyone think ‘ 
he’s slowing down. 

2. Dolphins acquire Daunte 
_ Culpepper and Joey Harrington. 
Culpepper is recovering from a knee injury 
and has been acting curiously. Harrington 
was a bust in Detroit. Still, for the price of 


C cand a low conditional pick, Miami got two 


‘in ‘the ep 11 picks in the draft, and they likely 
ni 


eofes faster and more aggressive. 
For ones, a player valued success over 


ne in a trade for the much younger Ken Dorsey. 
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DOLPHINS The 


whopper was the trade 
for Daunte Culpepper, 
who likely will be the 
Dolphins’ best 
quarterback since Dan 
Marino. Perhaps more 
important, the volume of 
serviceable 
newcomers—guys such 
as tackle L.J. Shelton, 


WORST moves of the offseason 


WORST om 
1. Chargers let Drew Brees walk. Fa si 
San Diego said goodbye to one of the Ss Se 
league's most productive quarterbacks in 
2004-05 and is handing the ball to neophyte 
Philip Rivers. Are we missing something? 


2. Seahawks put transition tag on linebacker Keith 
Steve Hutchinson. Seattle thought it could Newman and cornerback 
match any offer that came up for the Pro Will Allen—gives coach 


Bowl guard and work on a long-term deal 
behind the scenes. But the Vikings stole 


Nick Saban a much 
deeper roster. Grade: A 


Hutchinson with a cleverly worded offer the LIONS the new 
Seahawks couldn’t equal. terback bo (J 
3, Packers overpay Charles Woodson. He remains a physical Dimicertieek, Sites 


cornerback and a fearless competitor, but Woodson hasn't played a 16-game _ 
season since 2001 and coaches in Oakland questioned his commitment. _ 
Green Bay's payday—reportedly $10.5 million in the first year, at least | 
$18 million over three—was far too much. 

4. Titans freeze out Steve McNair. There's an outside chance McNair 
will remain in Tennessee. Still, the damage has been done. By banishing a 


is a lot better than the 
old one (Joey Harrington 
and Jeff Garcia), and the 
Lions retained a few of 
their important free vs 
agents, such as left If 


hie | 


his knee is OK, Culpepper will be 


quarterback who has sacrificed so much for his team, the Titans run the tisk | fackleveti Backus and Miami’s best quarterback since Marino. 
of alienating other players. ~ defensive end Kalimba ; ; 
5. Saints dismantle O-line. They got Brees. Now can they block forhim? J -qwards Grade: A linebackers LaVar Arrington and 


Brandon Short, cornerback Sam 


New Orleans must replace tee Chis Se aaa aaa let GIANTS The best protection for Madison and safety Will Demps. 


tackle Wayne Gandy, cutting left guard Kendyl Jacox and letting center 


LeCharles Bentley leave as a free agent. PB. Eli Manning is a stout defense, The team also lost some 
»! and the Giants likely will be defenders, but the balance is 
: formidable after acquiring positive. Grade: A- 


A rained out vacation. 


Don't let erectile dysfunction (ED) hold you back from a fulfilling sexual relationship. 
* Viagra is prescribed for all degrees of ED, even if it only happens once in a while. 
* Maintaining an erection is important. It’s just as important as getting a firm erection. 

Viagra can help with both. 


* Viagra has an established safety profile. It’s been studied more than any other oral ED treatment. (sildenafil citrate) sabes 
What are You waiting for? 


¢ The good news: 


Ask your doctor if Viagra is right for you. And enjoy what it can do to help you improve your sex life. 


VIAGRA is prescribed to treat erectile dysfunction. We know thatno or to other factors. If you experience sudden decrease or loss of 
medicine is for everyone. If you use nitrate drugs, often used for chest vision, stop taking PDES inhibitors, including VIAGRA, and call 
pain (known as angina), don't take VIAGRA. Taking these drugs a doctor right away. 


aes could cause yur blood pressure to drop to an unsafe level. The most common side effcts of VIAGRA are headache, facial fishing, 
Talk with your doctor first. Make sure you are healthy enough to and upset stomach. Less common are bluish or blurred vision, or being 


have sex. If you have chest pain, nausea, or other discomforts sensitive to light. These may occur for a brief time. Remember to 
during sex, seek medical help right away. protect yourself and your partner from sexually transmitted diseases. 
Although erections lasting for more than four hours may occur Please see our patient summary of information for VIAGRA 

rarely with all ED treatments in this drug class, to avoid long-term (25 mg, 50 mg, 100 mg) tablets on the following page. 

injuties, it is important to seek immediate medical help. VIAGRA is available on most Managed Care Plans* VIAGRA is 

In rare instances, men taking PDE5 inhibitors (oral erectile one of several ED treatments that you and your doctor can consider. 


dysfunction medicines, including VIAGRA) reported a sudden 
decrease or loss of vision. It is not possible to determine 
whether these events are related directly to these medicines 


‘Percent of members by formulary status for HMOs, PPOs and POS for Viagra. 
Formulary Compass” MediMedia USA, Inc. May 2006. 


To learn more, visit viagra.com or call 1-888-4VIAGRA (1-888-484-2472) 


Uninsured? Need help paying for medicine? Pfizer has programs that can help, no matter your age or income. You may 
even qualify for free Pfizer medicines. Call 1-866-706-2400. Or visit www.pfizerhelpfulanswers.com. Relpful 


PATIENT SUMMARY OF 
INFORMATION ABOUT 


This summary contains important information about VIAGRA". |t is 
not meant to take the place of your doctor's instructions. Read this 
information carefully before you start taking VIAGRA. Ask your 
doctor or pharmacist if you do not understand any of this information 
or if you want to know more about VIAGRA, 
This medicine can help many men when it is used as prescribed by 
their doctors. However, VIAGRA is not for everyone. It is intended for 
use only by men who have a condition called erectile dysfunction. 
VIAGRA must never be used by men who are taking medicines that 
contain nitrates of any kind, at any time. This includes nitroglyc- 
erin, If you take VIAGRA with any nitrate medicine your blood pres- 
sure could suddenly drop to an unsafe or life threatening level. 
* What Is VIAGRA? 
VIAGRA is a pill used to treat erectile dysfunction (impotence) in men. 
It can help many men who have erectile dysfunction get and keep an 
erection when they become sexually excited (stimulated). 
You will not get an erection just by taking this medicine. VIAGRA 
helps a man with erectile dysfunction get an erection only when he is 
sexually excited, 
* How Sex Affects the Body 
When a man is sexually excited, the penis rapidly fills with more blood 
than usual. The penis then expands and hardens. This is called an 
erection. After the man is done having sex, this extra blood flows out 
of the penis back into the body. The erection goes away, If an erection 
lasts for a long time (more than 6 hours), it can permanently damage 
your penis. You should call a doctor immediately if you ever have a 
prolonged erection that lasts more than 4 hours. 
Some conditions and medicines interfere with this natural erection 
process. The penis cannot fill with enough blood. The man cannot have 
an erection. This is called erectile dysfunction if it becomes a frequent 
problem. 
During sex, your heart works harder. Therefore sexual activity may 
not be advisable for people who have heart problems. Before you start 
any treatment for erectile dysfunction, ask your doctor if your heart is 
healthy enough to handle the extra strain of having sex. If you have 
chest pains, dizziness or nausea during sex, stop having sex and 
immediately tell your doctor you have had this problem. 
* How VIAGRA Works 
VIAGRA enables many men with erectile dysfunction to respond to 
sexual stimulation. When a man is sexually excited, VIAGRA helps the 
penis fill with enough blood to cause an erection. After sex is over, the 
erection goes away. 
© VIAGRA Is Not for Everyone 
As noted above (How Sex Affects the Body), ask your doctor if your 
heart is healthy enough for sexual activity. 
H you take any medicines that contain nitrates ~ either reguiarly or 
as needed — you should never take VIAGRA. |f you take VIAGRA with 
any nitrate medicine or recreational drug containing nitrates, your 
blood pressure could suddenly drop to an unsafe level. You could get 
dizzy, faint, or even have a heart attack or stroke. Nitrates are found 
in many prescription medicines that are used to treat angina (chest 
pain due to heart disease) such as; 

* nitroglycerin (sprays, ointments, skin patches or pastes, and 

tablets that are swallowed or dissolved in the mouth) 
* isosorbide mononitrate and isosorbide dinitrate (tablets that 
are swallowed, chewed, or dissolved in the mouth) 

Nitrates are also found in recreational drugs such as amy! nitrate or 
nitrite (“poppers”). If you are not sure if any of your medicines contain 
nitrates, or if you do not understand what nitrates are, ask your doctor 
or pharmacist. 
VIAGRA is only for patients with erectile dysfunction. VIAGRA is not 
for newborns, children, or women. Do not let anyone else take your 
VIAGRA. VIAGRA must be used only under a doctor’s supervision. 


* What VIAGRA Does Not Do 

* VIAGRA does not cure erectile dysfunction. It is a treatment 
for erectile dysfunction. 

* VIAGRA does not protect you or your partner from getting 
sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV — the virus that 
causes AIDS. 

+ VIAGRA is not a hormone or an aphrodisiac. 

© What To Tell Your Doctor Before You Begin VIAGRA 

Only your doctor can decide if VIAGRA is right for you. VIAGRA can 
cause mild, temporary lowering of your blood pressure, You will need 
to have a thorough medical exam to diagnose your erectile dysfunc- 
tion and to find out if you can safely take VIAGRA alone or with your 
other medicines, Your doctor should determine if your heart is healthy 
enough to handle the extra strain of having sex. 

Be sure to tell your doctor if you: 

* have ever had any heart problems (e.g., angina, chest pain, 
heart failure, irregular heart beats, heart attack or narrowing 
of the aortic valve) 

« have ever had a stroke 

* have low or high blood pressure 

* have a rare inherited eye disease called retinitis pigmentosa 

* have ever had any kidney problems 

* have ever had any liver problems 

* have ever had any blood problems, including sickle cell 
anemia or leukemia 

* are allergic to sildenafil or any of the other ingredients of 
VIAGRA tablets 

* have a deformed penis, Peyronie's disease, or ever had an 
erection that lasted more than 4 hours 

* have stomach ulcers or any types of bleeding problems 

* are taking any other medicines 


VIAGRA’ 


(sildenafil citrate) tablets 


* VIAGRA and Other Medicines 

Some medicines can change the way VIAGRA works. Tell your doctor 
about any medicines you are taking. Do not start or stop taking any 
medicines before checking with your doctor or pharmacist. This 
includes prescription and nonprescription medicines or remedies: 

* Remember, VIAGRA should never be used with medicines 
that contain nitrates (see VIAGRA Is Not for Everyone). 

* If you are taking alpha-blocker therapy for the treatment of 
high blood pressure or prostate problems, you should not 
take a dose of greater than 25 mg of VIAGRA at the same time 
(within 4 hours) as you take your dose of alpha-blocker. 

« If you are taking a protease inhibitor, your dose may be 
adjusted (please see Finding the Right Dose for You). 

+ VIAGRA should not be used with any other medical treatments 
that cause erections. These treatments include pills, medicines 
that are injected or inserted into the penis, implants or vacuum 
pumps. 

* Finding the Right Dose for You 

VIAGRA comes in different doses (25 mg, 50 mg and 100 mg). If you 
do not get the results you expect, talk with your doctor. You and your 
doctor can determine the dose that works best for you. 


* Do not take more VIAGRA than your doctor prescribes, 

* If you think you need a larger dose of VIAGRA, check with 
your doctor. 

+ VIAGRA should not be taken more than once a day. 


If you are older than age 65, or have serious liver or kidney problems, 
your doctor may start you at the lowest dose (25 mg) of VIAGRA. If you 
are taking protease inhibitors, such as for the treatment of HIV, your 
doctor may recommend a 25 mg dose and may limit you to a maxi- 
mum single dose of 25 mg of VIAGRA in a 48 hour period. If you are 
taking alpha-blocker therapy, you should not take a dose of greater than 
25 mg of VIAGRA at the same time (within 4 hours) as your dose of 
alpha-blocker. 

© How To Take VIAGRA 

Take VIAGRA about one hour before you plan to have sex. Beginning 
in about 30 minutes and for up to 4 hours, VIAGRA can help you get 
an erection if you are sexually excited. If you take VIAGRA after a high- 
fat meal (such as a cheeseburger and french fries), the medicine may 
take a little longer to start working. VIAGRA can help you get an erec- 
tion when you are sexually excited. You will not get an erection just by 
taking the pill. 

Possible Side Effects 

Like all medicines, VIAGRA can cause some side effects. These effects 
are usually mild to moderate and usually don't last longer than a few 
hours. Some of these side effects are more likely to occur with higher 
doses, The most common side effects of VIAGRA are headache, flush- 
ing of the face, and upset stomach. Less common side effects that 
may occur are temporary changes in color vision (such as trouble 
telling the difference between blue and green objects or having a blue 
color tinge to them), eyes being more sensitive to light, or blurred 
vision. 

In rare instances, men have reported an erection that lasts many 
hours. You should call a doctor immediately if you ever have an erec- 
tion that lasts more than 4 hours. If not treated right away, permanent 
damage to your penis could occur (see How Sex Affects the Body). 
Heart attack, stroke, irregular heart beats, and death have been 
reported rarely in men taking VIAGRA. Most, but not all, of these men 
had heart problems before taking this medicine. it is not possible to 
determine whether these events were directly related to VIAGRA. 
VIAGRA may cause other side effects besides those listed on this 
sheet. If you want more information or develop any side effects or 
symptoms you are concerned about, call your doctor. 

* Accidental Overdose 

In case of accidental overdose, call your doctor right away. 

* Storing VIAGRA 

Keep VIAGRA out of the reach of children. Keep VIAGRA in its origi- 
nat container. Store at 25°C (77°F); excursions permitted to 15-30°C 
(59-86°F) [see USP Controlled Room Temperature]. 

* For More information on VIAGRA 

VIAGRA Is a prescription medicine used to treat erectile dysfunction. 
Only your doctor can decide if it is right for you. This sheet is only a 
summary. lf you have any questions or want more information about 
VIAGRA, talk with your doctor or pharmacist, visit wwew.viagra.com, or 
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SHUFFLING 
THEIR FEET 


The usual pattern among NFL kickers is for the elite 
feet to stay in one place for years, but the second- and 
third-tier guys get passed around like Randy Moss’ 
favorite recreational supplement. This year was an 
exception as three of the league's best kickers left for 
greener free-agent pastures. 


Vanderjagt will be moving outside, but he'll hardly 
notice the difference in wind-free Texas Stadium. 


Adam Vinatieri, who won two Super Bowls with last- 
second kicks and led the NFL in field goals and points 
in 2004, went from New England to Indianapolis. He 
replaced Mike Vanderjagt, the two-time AFC scoring 
champion and active field-goal percentage leader who 
signed with Dallas. And Ryan Longwell, one of the 
game’s best long-distance kickers, jumped from Green 
Bay to NFC North rival Minnesota. 

Moving a kicker from one team to another isn’t as 
straightforward as it seems. The snapper and holder 
will be different, as will the environment. So will the 
head coach, who might not understand if the 
ballyhooed free agent fails to hit field goals at the rate 
he previously converted them. 

“You can have a real negative mental state,” says 
Raiders special teams coach Joe Avezzano. “A coach 
will say, ‘Well, it’s a 50-yard field goal. He should make 
that! But he’s not taking the factors into account that 
make up the probability of a kick being successful.” 

That said, Avezzano believes Vinatieri, Vanderjagt 
and Longwell have put themselves in positive positions 
in 2006. “Vanderjagt’s going from indoor to outdoor, 
but Texas Stadium might be the best outdoor stadium 
in the league for kicking,” he says. “There's little wind 
factor there.” —RB. 
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SEAHAWKS Determined to 


avoid two recent curses—Super 
Bowl loser and Madden computer 
game packaging—the Seahawks 
opened their wallets wide. They 
re-signed reigning league MVP 
Shaun Alexander and added 
linebacker Julian Peterson and 
offensive lineman Tom Ashworth. 
The negative was losing guard 
Steve Hutchinson. Grade: A- 


TEXANS They’re still taking hits 


for their decision to bypass 
Reggie Bush in the draft, but they 
shone in acquiring veterans. 
None of their defections will be 
too painful, and veteran pickups 
such as wide receiver Eric 
Moulds, linebacker Sam Cowart 
and center Mike Flanagan will add 
some stability to a downtrodden 
franchise. Grade: A- 


BUCCANEERS they didn't 


bring in much new talent, but 
they retained the players they 
needed most: right tackle 
Kenyatta Walker, defensive tackle 
Chris Hovan and fullback Mike 
Alstott. OK, they might miss 
safety Dexter Jackson. Grade: B+ 


BROWNS Receiver Joe 


Jurevicius won’t make up for 
Antonio Bryant's speed. On the 
other hand, the Browns snagged a 
couple of wily old-timers, 
linebacker Willie McGinest and 
defensive tackle Ted Washington, 
who know all about Romeo 
Crennel’s defense. And they have 
solid new O-linemen, center 
LeCharles Bentley and left tackle 
Kevin Shaffer. Grade: B+ 


REDSKINS The arrival ”? 
of wideouts Antwaan 
Randle El and Brandon 
Lloyd will take some 
pressure off Santana Moss. 
But the defensive 
changes—safety Adam 
Archuleta and linebacker 
Andre Carter in; LaVar 
Arrington, cornerback 
Walt Harris and safety 
Ryan Clark out—are pretty 
much a wash. Grade: B 


CARDINALS You can 
say they overpaid for a 
back with almost 2,200 
carries, but Edgerrin 
James gives the Cards the 
type of skill player who 
can help them turn the 
corner. That’s assuming 
quarterback Kurt Warner 
stays healthy because 
Josh McCown now is in 
Detroit and it’s no 
certainty Matt Leinart will 
be ready. Grade: B 


JAGUARS They 


improved incrementally on 
defense, re-signing 
cornerback Terry Cousin 
and adding linebacker 
Nick Greisen and 
cornerback Brian Williams 
to offset the departures of 
Akin Ayodele and Deke 
Cooper. Grade: B 
PANTHERS The offense 
will get boosts from 
receiver Keyshawn Johnson and 
center Justin Hartwig. But you 
have to wonder whether adding 
linebacker Keith Adams 
and tackle Maake 
Kemoeatu will be enough 
to offset the losses of 
li.ebackers Will 
Witherspoon and 
Brandon Short and 
safety Marlon McCree. 
Grade: B- 


JETS They forfeited 
quality (defensive end 
John Abraham, center 
Kevin Mawae, left tackle 
Jason Fabini) and gained 
quantity (at least seven 
players who are likely to 
make contributions). 
The best of the additions 
is defensive end Kimo 
von Oelhoffen. 

Grade: B- 


COWBOYS batias got 


rid of one mercurial wide 
receiver (Keyshawn 
Johnson) and gained a 
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__ James is the type of player who 


can help the Cardinals finally turn 


6 corner—assuming Warner can 


AO 


surreal one (Terrell Owens). 
The kicking game climbed two 
notches with the signing of Mike 
Vanderjagt, and the departure of 
guard Larry Allen is balanced by 
getting tackle Jason Fabini. 
Grade: B- 


FALCONS 1 they can coax a 


couple of good years 
out of safety Lawyer 
Milloy, 32, and get 
speed-rushing end 
John Abraham to play 
hard every down, this 
grade might end up 
looking too low. 
Grade: B- 


BILLS they lost 


experience by letting 
safety Lawyer Milloy, 
wide receiver Eric 
Moulds and defensive 
tackle Sam Adams go. 
But they got a good 
defensive tackle in 
Larry Tripplett and 
wrapped up arguably 
the best player on the 


team, cornerback Nate Clements, 
with their franchise tag. Grade: B- 


BENGALS tt was a fairly quiet 


offseason for the Bengals, who 
lost one backup quarterback (Jon 
Kitna), gained another (Anthony 
Wright) and picked up a couple of 
Super Bowl rings on the fingers of 
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defensive tackle Sam Adams and 
safety Dexter Jackson. Grade: C+ 


49ERS They added experience 
on the offensive line (guard Larry 
Allen), speed at receiver (Antonio 
Bryant) and stability on the 
corner (Walt Harris). They 
probably needed a lot more, 
especially after getting picked for 
linebackers Julian Peterson and 
Andre Carter. Grade: C+ 


BRONCOS The Broncos had a 


big draft day, trading for wide 
receiver Javon Walker and 
moving up to select quarterback 


Jay Cutler. But defensive end 
Trevor Pryce will be missed, and 
we're not really buying Ron 
Dayne as the next rags-to-riches 
Denver running back. Grade: C+ 


STEELERS You can almost 


disregard this grade. The Steelers 
always seem to compensate for 
free-agent losses with astute drafts 
and development of talent. This 
year, they locked up most of their 
own free agents (cornerback 
Deshea Townsend probably was 
the most notable), although they 
lost defensive end Kimo von 


-hchchchanges 


The aber of new starters likely to line up for each team in 2006, —— payers retaealae' {roi 2005 i aig 
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Oelhoffen, wideout Antwaan 
Randle El and safety Chris Hope. 
Grade: C 


TITANS They replaced safety 
Tank Williams with Chris Hope, 
linebackers Brad Kassell and 
Rocky Boiman with David 
Thornton and center Justin 
Hartwig with Kevin Mawae. 
Hmmm. They do get a bump up 
for signing wide receiver David 
Givens. Grade: C 


BEARS The Bears are the 


least-altered team in the league. 
Their biggest acquisition was 
backup quarterback Brian Griese. 
They lost nobody of substance. 
Grade: C 


SAINTS They drafted Reggie 
Bush and nailed one of the 
offseason’s prize jewels: 
quarterback Drew Brees. On the 
downside, departures carved up 
an already-thin roster. 
Particularly ravaged were the 
offensive line (center LeCharles 
Bentley, tackle Wayne Gandy) and 
the defensive front seven (end 
Darren Howard and linebacker 
Sedrick Hodge). Grade: C 


RAIDERS There weren't any 


Moss-like splashes this 
offseason—just the addition of a 
talented but inconsistent 
quarterback (Aaron Brooks) and 
a pass rusher (Lance 
Johnstone) to 
complement Derrick 
Burgess. Cornerback 
Charles Woodson 
finally made his exit. 
Grade: C- 


EAGLES The best 


move was re-signing 
right tackle Jon 
Runyan. They’re 
hoping the flight of 
Terrell Owens is 
addition by 
subtraction, but they 
can’t say that about 
linebacker Keith 
Adams. Grade: C- 


PACKERS The 


secondary looks 
stronger with the 
additions of corner 
Charles Woodson and 
safety Marquand 


Manuel. But the Pack will lack one 
quality blocker (Mike Flanagan), 
one big-time receiver (Javon 
Walker) and one solid kicker (Ryan 
Longwell). Grade: C- 


RAMS The defense will look 
substantially different, especially 
along the line, where Ryan 
Pickett, Damione Lewis and 
Tyoka Jackson all used to reside. 
Safety Adam Archuleta also is 
gone, but middle linebacker Will 
Witherspoon and safety Corey 
Chavous were good pickups. 
Grade: C- 


RAVENS 1 hey poached Denver 
for end Trevor Pryce and running 
back Mike Anderson, who will 
back up Jamal Lewis. Defensive 
losses include Will Demps and 
Maake Kemoeatu. Grade: C- 


CHIEFS About the only thing 
that stands out among a 
lackluster group of transactions is 
the loss of fullback Tony 
Richardson—a valued blocker 
and receiver. Grade: D+ 

COLTS The Colts replaced 
kicker Mike Vanderjagt with 
Adam Vinatieri and kept 
linebacker Cato June. But this 


roster was just too tempting to 
teams with spending money. 

The defections included Edgerrin 
James, David Thornton and Larry 
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Tripplett—all significant. 
Grade: D 


CHARGERS Safety Marlon 


McCree likely will become the 
best player in the secondary 
immediately. But that doesn’t 
nearly compensate for the loss of 
Drew Brees. Grade: D 


VIKINGS They loaded up on 


offense, welcoming Steve 
Hutchinson, Tony Richardson and 
halfback Chester Taylor. At the 
same time, they watched the 
breakup of the defense they 
worked so hard to build last year. 
Linebackers Sam Cowart and 
Keith Newman, end Lance 
Johnstone, safety Corey Chavous 
and corner Brian Williams all left. 
Grade: D 
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Hutchinson will boost the Vikings 
on offense, but Minnesota’s 
defense took a few hits. 


PATRIOTS coach Bill Belichick 


and vice president of personnel 
Scott Pioli have long since proved 
their ability to find replacement 
parts, but this is starting to look 
like a dismantling. The offense lost 
wideout David Givens and lineman 
Tom Ashworth, the defense lost 
linebacker Willie McGinest and 
cornerback Duane Starks, and the 
special teams lost kicker Adam 
Vinatieri and returner Tim Dwight. 
Besides wide receiver Reche 
Caldwell, who is expected to start, 
the Patriots have little to show on 
the other side of the ledger. 


Grade: F SN 
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Have problem, 


will travel 


Travel advisories are hereby issued for In addition to his “It's the same with the draft; you find guys 
Dallas, Charlotte, Miami, Denver, Oakland, —_ history of peevishness, who have some hickeys on them. In the 
Green Bay, Atlanta, New York and several Johnson is old for a draft, it goes by round. In free agency, it 
other major cities that are about to be receiver. The Panthers goes by dollars. Every player is a risk.” 
contaminated by seriously disgruntled NFL have to hope they’re Using this calculus, an athlete such as 
players. Perhaps not coincidentally, several not getting the last Walker or Arrington could wind up fitting in 
malcontents were on the march bite of the apple. nicely in his new environment. They're fairly 


simultaneously this offseason. 

The list includes wide receivers Terrell Owens, Javon 
Walker, Keyshawn Johnson, Eric Moulds, Antonio Bryant 
and Brandon Lloyd; quarterbacks Daunte Culpepper 
and Aaron Brooks; linebacker LaVar Arrington; defensive 
end John Abraham; guard Larry Allen; cornerback 
Charles Woodson; and kicker Mike Vanderjagt. 

All of them either feuded with coaches, openly 
requested scenery changes, exasperated management 
with a poor attitude and a lack of effort or, like Johnson 
and Bryant, carry baggage from previous stops. And all 
were accommodated by being traded, cut or allowed to 
become free agents. 

The question: Which of these guys can rehabilitate 
their images, and which ones will rot the trunk? 

One AFC personnel director says weighing the risks of 
a malcontent involves more than how ornery a guy is. 
There's a complicated evaluation of money, need and 
the strength and personality of the new coach. 

“How much risk are you willing to accept?” he asks. 


young and recently productive, weren't 
priced exorbitantly and now work for firm coaches in 
Mike Shanahan and Tom Coughlin, respectively. On the 
other hand, the personnel director would be leery of 
Owens, Johnson and Moulds, all of whom will be at least 
33 by the end of this year. 

“Biology is reality, especially at the speed positions; 
he says. “You don’t find a lot of old receivers in this 
league. You wouldn’t want to buy the end of their 
careers—the last bite of the apple, so to speak” 

His calculus makes sense. But even those players 
who seem too risky usually land somewhere. Look at 
Owens, who did everything but melt down the Liberty 
Bell and forge it into a necklace during his two years in 
Philadelphia but still found employment in Dallas. And 
you can't single out the Cowboys because other teams 
were interested. 

As Titans general manager Floyd Reese puts it: 
“Everyone in the NFL thinks he can coach the guy you 
couldn't coach.” —PB, 
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Failure? Tigers 
fans know failure. 
That's why their 
club's early 
SUCCESS IS SO 
sweet. By Steven 
Douglas Losey 


assion, enthusiasm, 

dedication and spirit— 

the soul of a fan. 

lam one. lama 
Detroit Tigers fan. 
Ihave worn 

headphones at my 
wife’s family reunions for 18 
straight years so I can listen to 
Tigers games. For years—I can’t 
even remember how many—I've 
heard or seen every game, either 
on radio, on television or at the 
ballpark. I have a Tigers room in 
my house, complete with about 
50 versions of their cap. I have 
made bets the team would finish 
here or there or beat this team or 
that. People have used my bets as 
retirement plans. I read both 
Detroit newspapers and visit 
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several club-related websites 
daily. I call in to sports radio talk 
shows. I blog. 

Sure, the past, oh, decade-plus 
has been a bit distressing. In fact, 
it’s been one long string of bad 
news. No winning seasons since 
1993. One hundred nineteen losses 
in 2003. Even a seeming distaste 
for success by the franchise; I 
tasted it, too. There was a lack of 
team discipline. Poor managers. 
Inadequate talent on the major 
and minor league level. General 
fan disinterest at an all-time high. 

Yet my allegiance remained 
steadfast, my optimism still blind 


after all the embarrassment, 
anger and disappointment and 
never mind the laughter and 
taunts hurled at me when I’ve 
worn Tigers gear. 

Fortunately for me and the 
hidden legions of other ardent 
fans, things eventually change. 
This year, something's in the air— 
and for once it doesn’t stink. 

A sweet smell of success 
permeates the organization. 

It’s too early to break out the 
champagne, but there is a buzz 
inside Comerica Park. The Tigers 
are winning. 

And it’s no fluke. 


o why are the Tigers 
starting the week witha 
37-19 record, the best in 
baseball? The reasons are 
basic—great pitching, 
timely hitting, good leadership, 
chemistry in the clubhouse. 

But the pitching, the best in the 
majors, that’s the biggest. Humor 
me for a minute: I bought a ’79 
Vette on Ebay three months ago 
(my dream car), and I just had to 
put a Tigers plate on it. I picked 
DETTGRS. Maybe I should have 
gone with GRR8STAFF. 

General manager Dave 
Dombrowski has collected a 
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terrific group of arms and turned 
it over to new manager Jim 
Leyland and new pitching coach 
Chuck Hernandez. 

Now, Detroit leads the majors 
with a 3.56 ERA and nine 
shutouts. Three starters began 
the week in the top 15 in the 
American League in ERA. 

“| like their staff a lot,” a 
veteran major league scout says. 
“They have two dominant 
starters in (Justin) Verlander and 
(Kenny) Rogers. This pitching 
staff is 
advancing 
very rapidly.” 

Rogers has 
taken the 
lead—on and 
off the mound. 

And, I'll admit I 

was worried 

when 

Dombrowski 

signed him— 

Rogers was 41 

years old; he’d ‘ 

shoved the aaa \ - 
photographer; 
I'd seen this 


disunity and 
bad decisions. 
But what a 
nice surprise. In addition to a 7-3 
record and a 3.54 ERA, he has 
been a mentor to the club’s 
younger pitchers. 

“He talked to me about 
pitching on the third base side of 
the rubber, and that is what I am 
doing now,” lefty Mike Maroth, 28, 
says. “He talked to me about why 
and gave me the reasons behind 
it. That’s what leaders do.” 

Before he went on the disabled 
list to recover from elbow 
surgery, Maroth was 5-2 with a 
3.56 ERA as the Tigers’ No. 3 
starter. It was great to see him 


It’s a lot easier to 
when there are kids like 

before, Verlander (left), a happy star like 
Pudge (above) and a vet like 
Rogers showing the way. 


having success. During that 
infamous 2003 season, Maroth 
went 9-21, but he never asked out 
of a start so he could avoid 
becoming the majors’ first 
20-game loser since 1980. 

Verlander, 7-3 and sixth in the 
A.L. with a 3.13 ERA, is a 
fireballing 23-year-old rookie who 
seems to revel in the thrill of the 
battle. “I like it when it’s 3-and-2 
and the batter knows a fastball is 
coming,” he says. 

Jeremy Bonderman, another 
survivor from 
2003—he lost 
only 19—is a 
23-year-old 
righthander 
who is 
beginning to 
pitch like the 
top-of-the 
rotation 
starter it 
seemed clear 
he would 
become if he 
had even a 
decent team 
behind him. 
Thankfully, 
the Tigers 
were patient 
with their 
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for a club 


young pitchers. 

Bonderman’s stats (64, 4.38) 
lag behind the others, but he 
obviously is a more confident and 
mature pitcher these days. 

“lam learning how to keep it 
under control a little bit better,” 
he says. “I learned how to spot 
my fastball up, in and out and 
utilize much better mechanics 
when I’m out there.” 

Meanwhile, Nate Robertson, 
28, quietly has been as good as 
anyone in the rotation, 5-3, 3.42 in 
his first 11 starts. He points to 
Leyland’s effective handling of 


The pendulum swings the other way 


The numbers show the Tigers are on pace for a stunning reversal of their 


2003 season of futility. 


Through 6/3/03 


Record 15-40 


Batting average 215 


Homeruns 40 


Runs 1708.09 per game) _278 (4.96 per game) 


_Runs allowed _ 
4.43 


119 losses 


Through 6/3/06 
37-19 


Standing in A.L. Central Fifth) 16% Bamies back © First, 2% games ahead 


276 


17 


______s—s {49S per game) 210 (3.75 per game) 


3.56 


107 wins 
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the staff. “How you get to the 
place of performing is the 
preparation which he brought. 
That's translating into winning, 
and that’s contagious,” 
Robertson says. 

And the bullpen. Todd Jones is 
tied for third in the majors with 
16 saves. Of course, he’s still the 
roller coaster. That’s what Ernie 
Harwell called him on the radio 
when Jones was the Tigers’ 
closer back in the late ’90s. The 
bases always are loaded when he 
completes a game, but who 
cares, as long as he gets the save. 

He’s set up by two 
righthanders with closer stuff, 
Fernando Rodney and 21-year-old 
rookie Joel Zumaya. Some day, 
one of these guys will replace 
Jones. There are bloggers who 
say it should be now; I say we can 
wait. 

Zumaya, a converted starter, 
regularly touches triple digits 
with his fastball. “I like blowing 
people’s doors off for two 
innings,” he says. “The fun part is 
coming back the next day and 
doing it again.” 

Plus, there’s lefthanded relief 
specialist Jamie Walker, who has 
allowed only one earned run in 
15% innings. 


THE CLOSER ‘4 


Of the top 14 pitchers on the Tigers’ staff, only 


Mike Maroth and Fernando Rodney were in the Tigers’ organization when general 
manager Dave Dombrowski took over as club president on November 5, 2001. 


been revived under 
Leyland, and shortstop 
Carlos Guillen are hitting 
over .300. Third baseman 
Brandon Inge and left 
fielder Craig Monroe are in 
double digits in homers, 
too. 

Of course, there are 


Pitcher How acquired (key player traded) When questions: Can the arms 
LHP Jamie Walker Free agent 12/19/01 Bok Np Canine Deets 

, stand up against other 
RHP Joel Zumaya Draft—11th-round pick 6/04/02 éantendess? The dub wae 
RHP Jeremy Bonderman _Trade/A’s (Jeff Weaver) 8/22/02 2-5 last week against the 
LHP Nate Robertson Trade/Marlins (Mark Redman) 1/11/03 Yankees and Red Sox. Can 
RHP Chris Spurling Minor league trade/Braves (Matt Coenen) 3/25/03 they handle the pressure 
RHP Justin Verlander Draft—first-round pick 6/07/04 in September? I want the 
RHP Jason Grilli Free agent 2/9/05 chance to find out. 
RHP Roman Colon Trade/Braves (Kyle Farnsworth) 7/31/05 “They've had an easy 
RHP Zach Miner Trade/Braves (Farnsworth) 7/31/05 schedule with eight 
LHP Bobby Seay Free agent 11/22/05 a outer Ee 
LHP Kenny Rogers Free agent 12/15/05 seagate oe es 
RHP Todd Jones Free agent 12/22/05 ; 


y sons are 19, 16 and 14. 
They have no chance of 
remembering the last 
time the Tigers were any 
good. Don’t even bother 
trying to explain how the Tigers 
used to simply overpower teams. 
Now, the Tigers can do it again. 
They are third in the majors with 
77 homers, a pretty good feat for 


Todd Jones 


| have to say it—we’re doing OK 


The top of this article should 
come with a big disclaimer. 
Players usually don’t like talking 
about their teams when things 
are going well, but in keeping with 
the theme of this week’s SporTING 
News, I'll admit the Tigers are 
playing good ball. 

So what’s up with the club? 
Who are we? The answer's pretty 
simple: It all starts at the top. 

Dave Dombrowski hired Jim 
Leyland as manager in the 
offseason. | thought it was the 
same old story: The G.M. brings 
in a manager he has won with. 
The G.M. wants to feel 
comfortable looking his guy in 
the face when tough decisions are 
made. 

Jim came in and set the tone in 
spring training. He tried to find 
out as much as he could about 
everyone. He met with maybe 10 
core guys and sought their input 
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on issues like music in the 
clubhouse, kids on the field for 
BP and dress code on the road. 

He had the final say, but it made 
us feel like we had some control on 
noncore issues. Some rules, like 
curfew on the road, are 
untouchable, and that’s cool. 

But Jim knew he had to get players 
to buy into his philosophy so 

we'd go to war for him. And we 
have so far. 

Jim reminds us not to get 
caught up in the attention—after 
all, the Detroit media are waiting 
for the other shoe to drop. The 
skeptics still are out there. What 
they don’t get is that we don’t 
care about them. The players 
don’t have huge expectations 
they feel they must meet. We just 
play, and it’s fun—is it OK to say 
it’s fun? 

We aren’t cocky, because we 
have nothing to be cocky about. 


a team that plays home games in 
a decided pitchers park. 

First baseman Chris Shelton 
has 11 dingers, though just two 
after his torrid nine-homer start in 
April. Right fielder Magglio 
Ordonez, healthy again, has 13 
homers and looks like the masher 
he was with the White Sox. 
Catcher Ivan Rodriguez, who has 


the scout points out. 

Still, though, the Tigers 
are winning. That means I am 
finally winning. The Tigers are in 
first place. That means | am in first. 

Then it hits me: Passion, 
enthusiasm, dedication and 
spirit—the soul of a fan. SN 


Steven Losey is a writer who 
covers the rock ‘n’roll industry (when 
he’s not rooting for the Tigers). 


The first two months have been a fun run for the Tigers’ players and 
Leyland—the central figure in the surprising ascent. 


The franchise has been a 
laughingstock for a long time. 
We're just grinding it out, night 
after night. 

If you want to know where the 


Tigers’ roar starts, go sit in the 
manager's office. 


Todd Jones is a Tigers reliever. E-mail 
him at tiones @ sportingnews.com. 
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BASEBALL 


Not just anyone can play outfield for the Yankees 
this year. It only seems that way. 


Who's in right? ... And left? ... And center? 


ack in early May, Terrence 
Long was going nowhere 
with the Reds’ Class AAA 
affiliate in Louisville and 
asked for his release. 

Nearly two weeks passed 
before Long's cell phone finally 
buzzed. It was his agent, Casey 
Close, telling him the Yankees 
were interested. 

“Jump right on it,” Long 
blurted before Close could finish 
the sentence. 

Long debuted for the Yankees 
May 22, subbing for injured left 
fielder Hideki Matsui, who could 
miss the rest of the season with a 
broken wrist. 

“Opportunity of a lifetime,” 
says Long, reborn at 30. 

Now he has to do something 
with it. 

Once viewed as a stopover on 
the way to Cooperstown, the 
Yankees’ outfield has turned into 
a perpetual audition zone. It has 
been that sort of year for the 
pinstripes, one in which 
$52 million free agent Johnny 
Damon has been slowed by a foot 
ailment and right fielder Gary 
Sheffield has been sent to the 
disabled list for two separate 
stints with an ailing wrist. 

So much for the Yankees’ 
90-homer outfield. All told, the 10 
players who have appeared in the 


EW YORK 


outfield for the Yankees this 
season have a total of 15 home 
runs while playing the positions. 
To put this in perspective, that 
homers total for Yankees 
outfielders had been matched or 
exceeded by 19 individual 
players, including outfielders 
Alfonso Soriano (19), Carlos Lee 
(18), Adam Dunn (17), Jason Bay 
(17) and Jermaine Dye (16). 
“Sheff’s presence is hard to 
replace, no question,” shortstop 
Derek Jeter says. “But the thing 
is, as I’ve said before, other guys 
are going to have to step up. 
We've had guys that filled in and 


Kevin Youkilis’ on-base percentage in the leadoff slot is among the league 
leaders. Maybe the Red Sox should drop Coco Crisp in the order instead. 


neeeeaeeeeesenceesreaseenseasereesesnasensessetsasassnsenees: 
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June presents a huge hurdle for the Phillies, who have only nine home 
games all month after going 17-11 in May. Six home games are against 


the Mets and Yankees. 
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Randy Johnson is struggling, but he can't fault his run support: 9.0 runs 
per nine innings. That's second only to the support the White Sox give 


Javier Vazquez. 
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have done a great job.” 

Besides Long, the list of 
Yankees outfielders has included 
Melky Cabrera, Bubba Crosby, 
Kevin Reese and Kevin 
Thompson, the latest addition. 
Actually, it could have been 11 
different outfielders, but Mitch 
Jones was up for less than 24 
hours before getting shipped 
back to Columbus. 

“Melky has done a great job; 
Terrence has done a great job,” 
Jeter says. “You have to find ways 
to get it done even when guys are 
out. You can’t sit around and say, 
‘Oh, we miss this guy or that guy.’ 
No one is going to feel sorry for 
you.” 

Especially not when your 
payroll is around $200 million and 
only four other teams are 
spending even half that. 

Things have grown so 
uncertain in the Yankees’ outfield 
that the decision to re-sign Bernie 
Williams over the winter is 
looking pretty smart now. No 
longer can it be viewed as a 
courtesy contract for a fading 
friend. 


With all their 

injuries, the Yanks 
might be forced to 
add names to their 


% jerseys so they'll 
know who’s who. 


And did you see 
the Yankees recently 
signed Richard 
Hidalgo off the scrap 
heap and then 
released him before 
he even got to 
Columbus? This, of 
course, begs the 
question: Where’s 
Mel Hall when you 
need him? 

“It’s laughable,” 
Yankees manager Joe Torre says 
of his team’s run of injuries, 
which recently expanded to 
include Jeter and closer Mariano 
Rivera. “Not to make light of it, 
but every day it’s something 
different.” 

Each day also brings a fresh 
round of trade speculation. So far 
the Yankees have been linked to 
more big names than Jessica 
Simpson and Lindsay Lohan 
combined. 

Soriano? Bobby Abreu? Torii 
Hunter? Spin the wheel and take 
your pick. 

For now, Torre is mixing and 
matching and refusing to hit the 
panic button—at least publicly. 

“I trust Bernie, and I think I 
trust T-Long,” Torre says. “I like 
the way he plays. Is he going to 
be productive enough? I don’t 
have enough information yet. But 
Melky, | don’t have any doubts 
about him right now. I mean at 
all.” 

Cabrera has played fairly well, 
as he should. Like Long and 
several others, he is staring at the 
opportunity of a lifetime. SN 


EUSE AMENDOLA / AP 


The 220 striking minor league umpires ended their two-month walkout, but 
they didn’t come close to winning the showdown with Minor League Baseball. 
The young umps deserved far better treatment considering their importance to 
the development of million-dollar prospects. For that matter, so do the rest of 
the players in the minors—the thousands who effectively serve as fodder so 
those future stars can gain the necessary experience. » Though former 
Braves executive pre was an excellent choice as the team’s new 
general manager, the Royals still offended many around baseball with their 
bungled firing of G.M. Allz alrd. Says Yankees first base coach Tony Pena, 
who managed the Royals while Baird was in charge: “It's bad. He’s a baseball 
man. He's very bright and has great communication with people. He's great 
for baseball, and | know he will find another job.” Before the Royals zeroed in 
on Moore, team chairman tried to bring back Whitey Herzog to 
oversee baseball operations. would have taken on an expanded 
role and former Phillies G.M. s would have been involved, too. 
Herzog, 74, and Thomas, 70, worked together with the Cardinals in the ’80s. 
Talks apparently broke down when Herzog, who managed the Royals from 
1975-79, insisted on an open checkbook for scouting and player 
development. > Though there are questions about the makeup of Mets 

OF La ge, one rival scout sounds sold on the 21-year-old 
speedster. “He’s got some hot-dog in him, but he’s a good-looking kid; the 
scout says. “He may be another iderson. He kind of reminds me of 


RHP Roger Cler , scheduled to return to the majors on 
June 22 against the Twins, knows his body better than anyone. 
So Clemens, who will turn 44 in August, surely has calculated 
the benefits a late start could have in keeping him strong 
down the stretch. Over the past three seasons, his ERA after 
the All-Star break has been about 29 percent higher than in 
the first half and his batting average allowed has been about 
10 percent higher. Last year, his ERA in September was 5.40; 
_ his worst month other than that was June (1.97). A shortened 
season makes a lot of sense for the Rental Rocket. 
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Roger Clemens, proud Houstonian, gave 
the Astros no hometown discount. 


Rocket over to sportingnews.com to discuss Tom Gatto’s 
expert analysis. 


Rickey, the way he crouches over like Rickey did in the box. This kid has great 
speed and athleticism, and he can throw, which Rickey couldn't do” > The 
same scout says he likes Mets Class AA OF z even more than 
Milledge. Gomez, 20, has five-tool potential and wowed scouts this spring 
when he handled RHP Derek Lowe’s sinker and raced to first in 3.9 seconds 
from the right side. > Four years ago, then-G.M. blew a hole in 
the Expos’ farm system when he packaged CF / Sizemore, LHP Cliff 
and 2B ps in a deal for RHP . Minaya was trying 
to keep the Expos in contention, and the specter of contraction loomed. Now 
running the Mets, Minaya could return the favor by sending a few choice 
prospects to the Nationals as they retool under new team president 

St n. Minaya could start by acquiring RHP Li 2 

And Alfonso Soriano, a Minaya trade target last year, could plug the Mets’ 
hole at second base. 


One Marlin has hopes for a title—a batting title 


Miguel Cabrera already has a World Series ring. Now, the Marlins’ third 
baseman is taking aim at his first batting title. 

“That's one of my dreams, to win a batting title,’ Cabrera says. “I don’t know if 
it'll happen this year or next, but it’s one of my dreams.” 

One reason the Marlins’ baby-faced slugger might be able to keep his 
average in the .350 range all year is the surprising protection he has received 
from an unproven lineup. 

After the first nine intentional walks issued to Cabrera this year, the next 
hitter went 4-for-6 with a home run, two walks, a sacrifice fly and nine RBIs. 
Rookie left fielder Josh Willingham has followed Cabrera seven times. Rookie 
first baseman Mike Jacobs and outfielder Joe Borchard were the others to follow 
Cabrera after an intentional pass. 

“Great setup, great approach to the ball, and he’s strong” Braves manager 
Bobby Cox says of Cabrera. “He looks like a guy who's going to hit .300 forever.” 


sLook for Cabrera to 
reign if he continues to 
get protection from a 
watered-down lineup. 


JAY DROWNS / SN 
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BALTIMORE ORIOLES 

Losing RF Jay Gibbons (hip, knee) is significant because the 
Orioles feature a primarily righthanded-hitting lineup, and 
Gibbons was one of its few lefthanded hitters. Luis Matos, a 
righthanded batter, figures to get much of Gibbons’ playing 

time. ... Brandon Fahey has been working in the outfield in an 
effort to increase his value to the team. Fahey, a natural middle 
infielder, is stuck behind SS Miguel Tejada and 2B Brian Roberts. 
SCOUTING REPORT: 3B Melvin Mora has enough power to bat 
in the middle of the order, but he’s hitting second because he has 
the best bat control on the team. Mora’s bunting and hit-and-run 
ability complement his smooth line-drive stroke. He is hitting .308 
in the No. 2 spot, and his power has waned in the transition from 
the No. 3 slot. He had four home runs in the first two weeks of the 
season but has had only four since. —Spencer Fordin 


BOSTON RED SOX 

RHP Curt Schilling has stopped trying to overthrow his fastball 
and is reinventing himself as a location specialist. Schilling is 
such a smart pitcher that he doesn't need to blow the ball past 
hitters to be effective. ... RHP Matt Clement insists the vicious 
line drive he took off his head last July has had no impact on his 
performance, but his production indicates otherwise. Clement has 
lacked consistency since the injury and doesn’t seem to have the 
same confidence. SCOUTING REPORT: With his mid-90s 
fastball and mid-80s split-finger pitch, RHP Jonathan Papelbon 
has rocketed to elite closer status. The fastball explodes at the 
hitter, and the splitter dips sharply but never wildly. If Papelbon 
had only hard stuff, he would be tough on hitters. But he also has 
an effective slider, changeup and curveball. The combination of all 
the pitches makes him downright nasty. —lan Browne 


SCOUTS 


Alex Rios 


Ht: 6-5. Wt: 194. 
B/T: R/R. Age: 25. 
Experience: Fourth season. 


Rios is leading the American 
League with a .363 batting average 
as he continues what is shaping up 
to be a breakout season. 

Viewed as a signability pick when 
the Jays chose him with the 19th 
overall selection in the 1999 draft, 
Rios was the only first-rounder that 
year to sign for less than $1 million. 

He turned heads when he hit 
.305 with three homers and 61 
RBIs and stole 14 bases at high 
Class A in 2002. Then he went off in 
Class AA the next year, hitting 
.352-11-82. He was called up to 
Toronto in 2004 and hit .286-1-28 
in 426 at-bats. 

His struggles with plate 
discipline—he likes to chase high 
pitches—kept him from improving 
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NG EBA 
NEW YORK YANKEES 
Miguel Cairo has proved to be an 
invaluable bench player by filling in at 
every infield spot and in left field. His 
bat doesn’t add much punch to the 
lineup, but Cairo has been a solid 
defender wherever he has played. ... 
1B/DH Andy Phillips has gotten into a 
groove thanks to consistent playing 
time. Phillips was a solid hitter at Class 
AAA but was not as productive with 
the Yankees when he was getting few 
at-bats. Phillips must improve his 
plate discipline. SCOUTING REPORT: 
Rookie OF Melky Cabrera appears to 
have earned an everyday job as one 
of the replacements for RF Gary 
Sheffield (wrist) and LF Hideki Matsui 
(wrist). Cabrera is a switch hitter who 
sprays the ball to all fields, though he 
hasn't displayed much power. Cabrera 
had some defensive problems when 
he first arrived, but he has settled 
down in the field. —Mark Feinsand 


JOHN CORDES FOR SN 


TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS 

LF Carl Crawford's recent tear at the plate coincided with the work 
he put in with hitting coach Steve Henderson. Crawford says he is 
getting his bottom hand more involved in his swing and that his 
swing path has improved. ... The club is stressing to its young 
outfielders the need to back up one another when a hit goes to 
the wall. The trailing outfielder needs to be in position in case the 
ball caroms past the first outfielder. ... 1B Travis Lee tends to take 
charge on infield popups, but sometimes he strays into other 
fielders’ territory. Lee's aggressiveness led to problems last week. 
SCOUTING REPORT: RHP Doug Waechter has a new pitch he 
calls a “splange"—a cross between a split-finger fastball and a 
changeup. He uses a grip that is a combination of the grips he 
uses on those two pitches. Waechter also throws a fastball and a 
slider, and he must work on keeping the ball down. —Bill Chastain 


TORONTO BLUE JAYS 

Manager John Gibbons sometimes uses both of his catchers— 
Bengie Molina and Gregg Zaun—in the same lineup, with one 
serving as the designated hitter. Gibbons wants to boost the 
offense and is willing to lose the DH if one player leaves the game 
with an injury and the other has to catch. ... Gibbons carefully 
monitors LHP BJ. Ryan's workload. Ryan won't be used more than 
three days in a row, and Gibbons keeps track of how many times 
his closer gets up in the bullpen, regardless of whether Ryan enters 
the game. SCOUTING REPORT: New SS Aaron Hill might need a 
little time to get his footwork down as he makes the transition from 
second base, but his strong arm can make up for some missteps. 
Hill’s natural position is shortstop—he played there in college and 
in the minors before shuttling among third base, second base and 
short last year with Toronto. Jordan Bastian 


much last season, and the 
Jays entered 2006 figuring 

to platoon him with 
lefthanded-hitting Eric Hinske. 

Rios, however, has won the 
job by hitting for a high 
average and showing the 
power many expected from 
him. More than 40 percent of 
his hits have been for extra 
bases. He also has reduced 
his strikeouts since last 
season, from about one every 
five at-bats to about one every 
Six. 

With few holes in his swing, 
Rios has the ability to make 
steady contact and is learning 
to use the whole field. He 
looks for average fastballs up 
and out. 

On defense, Rios runs well 
and reads the ball well 
enough to handle any outfield 
position. Given his solid arm, 
he will be a force in right field 
for the Blue Jays for years to 
come. —Lewis Shaw 
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Rios has put a whole lot of 
good swings on the ball. 
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Teams that have not been shut out this season: the 
Yankees and Phillies. On the flip side, the Twins 
and Mariners have been shut out the most: seven 
times. The 2000 Reds and 
the 1932 Yankees are the 
only teams since 1900 
to go an entire season 
without being shut out. 


COMING UP EMPTY 


Times each team has been shut out 
from the start of the 2000 season through 
last Saturday, according to STATS LLC. 
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The 2005 Astros didn’t score early or often—but they made it to the World Series. 
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MICHAEL MCNAMARA / SN 
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Bs ENNSs gv most in one season were the '05 
=< st 23 od § Astros and the '03 Tigers. Both clubs 
ss bo: went scoreless in 17 games, but their 
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overall results were quite different: The 
Tigers lost 119 games; the Astros lost 
in the World Series. 


CHICAGO WHITE SOX 

With Joe Crede entrenched at third base, the club has considered 
using third base prospect Josh Fields in the outfield. But with Fields 
still making the transition to full-time baseball player—he also played 
quarterback at Oklahoma State before being drafted by the White Sox 
in 2004—manager Ozzie Guillen is hesitant to thrust Fields into a role 
he might not be ready to handle in the majors. ... RHP Freddy Garcia 
walked one batter in 414 innings in May. He believes his arm is 
Betting stronger with each start. SCOUTING REPORT: SS Juan Uribe 
is an extremely aggressive hitter who's vulnerable to breaking pitches. 
Late last season, he began tapping his front foot before swinging to 
slow himself down and help his timing. But the tap didn't help him 
this season, so he stopped doing it. Uribe now is hitting from a 
spread-out stance similar to IF Pablo Ozuna's. The club would like 
Uribe to find a stance that works and stick with it. Scott Merkin 


CLEVELAND INDIANS 

RHP Bob Wickman continues to be successful as the closer, and he 
says his daily routine is one of the reasons. Wickman stretches 
during the same inning every game, rides a stationary bike at the 
same time every night and even does a crossword puzzle every day. 
He says the routine helps him stay focused, ... G.M. Mark Shapiro 
isn’t happy with the team’s defense outside of CF Grady Sizemore's 
and RF Casey Blake's. The club's emphasis on pregame work hasn't 
produced better play. SCOUTING REPORT: RHP Rafael Betancourt 
has become the primary eighth-inning reliever, partially because he 
goes after hitters with his low-90s fastball. Betancourt rarely walks 
batters, though he tends to have more trouble with lefthanders than 
righthanders. He’s more effective starting an inning than coming in 
with runners on base. His recent return from a back injury helped 
solidify a reeling bullpen. —Anthony Castrovince 
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DETROIT TIGERS 


The loss of LHP Mike Maroth 
(elbow surgery) shifts the 
rotation's balance. Manager 
Jim Leyland no longer has to 
worry about clubs seeing 
finesse lefthanders Maroth 
and Kenny Rogers in the same 
series, Rogers and LHP Nate 
Robertson, who is less of a 
finesse pitcher than Maroth, 
can be spaced between power 
RHPs Jeremy Bonderman and 
Justin Verlander. ... Verlander's 
pickoff move catches 
opponents by surprise. He 
quickly whirls and fires to first 
base, and he times his throws 
to catch runners while they're 
still taking their leads. 
SCOUTING REPORT: Rookie 
RHP Zach Miner, who is 
taking Maroth’s spot, has 
more in common with the 
totation’s lefthanders than its 
righthanders. Miner has a 
two-seam fastball to go with a 
changeup and a four-seamer 
in the 90-mph range. He has 
developed into a ground-ball 
pitcher who needs to command 
the corners. Jason Beck 


KANSAS CITY ROYALS 


The closer role still is up for grabs while RHP Mike MacDougal is on the 
disabled list (shoulder). RHPs Ambiorix Burgos and Elmer Dessens 
couldn't earn the role, and LHP Andrew Sisco is having enough trouble in 
his setup role. LHP Jeremy Affeldt, who was dropped from the rotation, 
could get a shot if his pitches regain their sharpness. ... 3B Mark Teahen 
was recalled from Class AAA Omaha after batting .380 in 24 games. In the 
near future, the club will need to decide whether Teahen or prospect Alex 
Gordon is the long-term answer at third. SCOUTING REPORT: 2B Mark 
Grudzielanek, who began the week having not made an error, is noted for 
his toughness turning the double play. He also has 
good range and a strong arm and charges the ball 
well. A righthanded hitter, he's adept at moving 
runners over; he’s willing to hit the ball to the right 
side to move a teammate 90 feet. —Dick Kaegel 
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his MINNESOTA TWINS 
1S The bullpen has had trouble getting the ball to 
& All-Star closer Joe Nathan in key situations. The 
= wins began the week last in the majors with 12 
Save opportunities, and Nathan was 7-for-7 in his 
limited chances. ... RHP Scott Baker is the latest pitcher to be removed 
from the rotation. The club still views him as a future starter, but his 
tendency to pitch up in the zone has proved costly. At Class AAA Rochester 
he'll have a chance to work on keeping the ball down, RHP Carlos Silva 
fejoined the rotation this week in place of Baker. SCOUTING REPORT: 
C Joe Mauer has been on a tear at the plate, and he has added home 
runs to his repertoire. Mauer began the week with four homers after hitting 
nine last season. Power still is not a priority for Mauer, but it's something 
he has worked on with hitting coach Joe Vavra, who has helped Mauer 
focus on using his legs to drive the ball on certain pitches. —Kelly Thesier 


Mauer 


With the trading deadline a 
little more than a month away 
and both clubs already lost 
causes—check out those team 
ERAs—the players’ uniform 
numbers will be replaced by 
price tags. And is it too soon to 
praise the Baltimoron front office 
for the effect pitching coach Leo 


@ Orlando Hernandez is scheduled to start against his 
former teammates, and the visit gives him a chance to 
clean out his locker. Among the things he left behind: his 
EL DUQUE vanity plates, an autographed Rod Stewart 
album cover and all four of 
his fake birth certificates. 


Dream week 


June 8-14 


THURSDAY, 6/8 
Mets at Diamondbacks 
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. FRIDAY, 6/9 Mazzone has had on the staff? 
It’s the teams first game Braves at Astros 
since their 18-inning affair 
in last season’s NLDS. That SATURDAY, 6/10 
was the longest game in Orioles at Twins ; 
postseason history—and a P 
the last time Chris Burke SUNDAY, 6/11 Py ree = Anderson 
had a meaningful at-bat. Devil Rays at Royals 5 and Texas’ lan Kinsler 
Smeal S haven't had the rookie 
pied la - abous Kinser seers 
Tampa Bay is the perfect small-market model for new White Sox at Rangers ‘ete ae ar D arttatéan 
Royals G.M, Dayton Moore. Load up on young players, Sas 
build from within, spend free-agent bucks wisely—and still TUESDAY, 6/13 valine be fear oa KS 
be hopelessly out of contention. Cardinals at Pirates p 


Guillen’s doghouse. 
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WEDNESDAY, 6/14 
bthe kinder, gentler Frank Robinson—remember the first Rockies at Nationals 


time you saw your dad cry and you weren't sure which of you 
was more embarrassed?—continues to make fans squirm. 
He emerges from the dugout to remove reliever Gary 
Majewski but makes it only halfway to the mound before he 
begins to sob. Robinson says: “Not only was | yanking my 
pitcher after a hell of a two-thirds-of-an-inning performance, 
| had to call down to the bullpen after switching phone 
companies yesterday.” 


LOS ANGELES ANGELS OAKLAND ATHLETICS SEATTLE MARINERS TEXAS RANGERS 


1B Kendry Morales had started The rotation received a big boost this week with the Manager Mike Hargrove juggled the Switch-hitting rookie Jason Botts 
slowly at each professional level return of RHP Rich Harden from the D.L. Harden lineup after the team struggled to will inherit most of the DH at-bats 
after leaving the Dominican missed five weeks with a muscle strain in his back, score while losing six out of seven now that Phil Nevin has been 
Republic to join the organization LHP Brad Halsey moved back to the bullpen. ... games. Notably, 3B Adrian Beltre traded to the Cubs for IF/OF Jerry 
last year, but he has been making 2B Mark Ellis’ broken thumb means the A’s will rely— moved into the No. 2 spot after Hairston, who isn’t expected to play 
quick adjustments since his call-up for a third consecutive year—on Marco Scutaro, who having batted sixth most of the much. The trade also will make it 


Too bad Oliver Perez and Albert Pujols won't 
be able to renew their tit for tat; Perez was ready 
to show off some new dance moves. “It’s better 
to look good than to pitch good. Know what I’m 
saying?” Perez says. —Chris Bahr 


GEORGE WIDMAN / AP 


May 22. A switch hitter, Morales filled in two years season, and 2B Jose Lopez, who easier for manager Buck Showalter 
struggled from the right side during ago while Ellis saw a lot of fastballs while hitting to get IF/OF Mark DeRosa in the 
spring training, but he has been missed the second behind RF Ichiro Suzuki, lineup. ... RHP Rick Bauer, who 
equally effective from both sides of season with a moved to No. 3. ... Hargrove likes picked up his second major league 
the plate since. He also is getting torn labrum. In Mike Morse's versatility, which save during a game in which 
quicker reads on breaking balls. ... 2005, Scutaro continues to earn Morse playing RHP Akinori Otsuka, the closer, was 
SS Orlando Cabrera is excelling in held down time. A natural shortstop, Morse was unavailable, is earning a more 

the No. 2 spot and provides a good shortstop when called up from Class AAA in May prominent spot in the bullpen. So is 
bridge from leadoff man 3B Chone Bobby Crosby was 2% and already has played first base RHP Scott Feldman, who at one 
Figgins to RF Viadimir Guerrero, out. ... Having © and third base. He also can play the point had allowed just one hit in 20 
the No. 3 hitter. Working deeper been inactive for & outfield. SCOUTING REPORT: at-bats. SCOUTING REPORT: 

into counts has improved Cabrera’s much of the past 3 George Sherrill quietly has become Botts, who hits better from the right 
on-base percentage. two seasons, 2 one of the best lefthanded side, batted .318 with 10 home 
SCOUTING REPORT: When DH Frank Thomas S_ specialists in baseball. Lefthanded runs in 40 games at Class AAA 

IF Maicer Izturis (hamstring) was jumpy and batters hit .069 (2-for-29) against Oklahoma before being called up. 
returns from the D.L., he will add undisciplined at the plate early in the year. Now he is him in his first 24 appearances, and He has played outfield and first 
depth to the bench and send getting into hitters counts and driving the ball or— he had an overall ERA of 2.20, base but probably will be limited to 
SS Erick Aybar back to Class AAA. when pitchers refuse to give in—taking walks. Sherrill throws from the third base DH duty. Strikeouts have been a 


Izturis will be a backup at 
shortstop, third and second and is 
a sure-handed fielder at all three 
spots. Izturis has surprising gap 
power and also has the speed to be 
a pinch runner. —Mike Scarr 


SCOUTING REPORT: OF Jay Payton feasts on 
fastballs early in counts but rarely tries to go the other 
way with breaking balls. Payton, 33, has lost a 
half-step in the field, but he still reads the ball well off 
the bat. His arm isn’t great, but it’s accurate. He still 
has decent speed on the bases. —Mychael Urban 


side of the pitching rubber, which 
allows his sinker to catch more of 
the outside part of the plate instead 
of missing it altogether; that has 
made him more effective against 
righthanded batters. —Corey Brock 


problem—152 in 510 at-bats at 
Class AAA last year—but he had four 
walks in his first eight at-bats with 
the Rangers and is starting to show 
more patience at the plate. He also 
has decent speed. —T.R. Sullivan 
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BASEBALL 


NUL. EAST 


ATLANTA BRAVES 


If RHP Ken Ray continues to 
dominate batters, he'll replace 
struggling RHP Chris Reitsma as the 
closer. Along with a mid-90s fastball 
and baffling changeup, Ray has 

the aggressive attitude necessary 

to be successful in the role. ... 

LHP Horacio Ramirez has regained 
the form he had before suffering a 
shoulder injury in 2004. He's 
locating his two-seam fastball and 
changeup, which has allowed him to 
induce ground balls and avoid the 
home runs that plagued him last 
year, SCOUTING REPORT: RHP Tim 
Hudson is pitching better this year 
because of his ability to keep his 
changeup and split-finger fastball 
down in the zone. He is getting 
incredible motion on all his pitches, 
but that doesn’t always help him. 
Batters are fouling off a lot of his 
pitches, which leads to high pitch 
counts. —Mark Bowman 


NEW YORK METS 


FLORIDA MARLINS 


Joe Borchard's playing time in the 
outfield has been reduced by the 
return of rookie RF Jeremy 
Hermida from the disabled list. The 
switch-hitting Borchard has been 
practicing regularly at first base in 
an effort to get more at-bats. ... 
LHP Scott Olsen has worked with 
pitching coach Rick Kranitz to 
eliminate the slight hitch that 
occurs when he breaks his left 
hand from his glove. The delay 
caused Olsen's arm to drag 

behind him, which led to contro! 
issues in his early starts. 
SCOUTING REPORT: RHP Josh 
Johnson has his fastball back at 94 
mph—up from the 90-91 range it 
registered early this season—and is 
emerging as a top-flight young 
pitcher. The 6-7 rookie has improved 
his changeup and is showing why 
many scouts think he can be an ace 
or No. 2 starter. —Joe Frisaro 


Some players say the club must acquire yet another starting pitcher, one who's 
more likely than RHP Orlando Hernandez to pitch into the seventh inning, or 
acquire a workhorse reliever. The players’ sense is that none of the team’s 
starters can complete the seventh on a regular basis, ... The Mets’ penchant 
for playing extra-inning games is not helping the bullpen, and the relievers 
already are tired. The team played 11 extra-inning games in its first 55 
contests, and five went 13 innings or longer. SCOUTING REPORT: The 
bullpen’s increased workload is likely to mean more opportunities for 

RHP Heath Bell, who is being used in long and middle relief. Bell, who was a 
closer in the minors, throws his fastball in the low to mid-90s. —Marty Noble 
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RUSTY KENNEDY / AP 


WASHINGTON NATIONALS 


‘Sete PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES 


RHP Gavin Floyd has a brilliant repertoire, but the club grew 
tired of his sometimes clueless approach to pitching and 
demoted him to Class AAA. Floyd often seemed to lack 
confidence in all of his pitches and had an 11.09 ERA in his 
last four outings. ... LHP Eude Brito was recalled and will get 
an opportunity to replace Floyd in the rotation. Though Brito 
was hit hard in his first start with the Phillies, he had been off 
to a strong start (5-2, 3.20 ERA) at Class AAA in part because 
of an improved breaking pitch. SCOUTING REPORT: 
Lefthanded-hitting 1B Ryan Howard is taking the ball where it’s 
pitched—16 of his first 19 homers went to center or left. Though 
x pitchers often work Howard away, attacking him inside might be 
Floyd the best way to keep him in the ballpark. —Ken Mandel 


The loss of LHP Joey Eischen (rotator cuff) puts more pressure on another 
reliever, LHP Mike Stanton, to handle lefthanded hitters. ... C/1B/RF Robert 
Fick has been used sparingly. Brian Schneider catches most games, Nick 
Johnson is the everyday first baseman, and even with Jose Guillen on the D.L., 
there are three other guys ahead of Fick in right. ... LF Alfonso Soriano is 
surprised his approach at the plate has remained intact, considering he is in a 
new league, city and position. SCOUTING REPORT: 3B Ryan Zimmerman is 
making Brooks Robinson-type plays on a regular basis. He makes diving plays 
look routine, and he consistently throws out bunters. His great range to his left 
has allowed SS Royce Clayton to play closer to second base. —Bill Ladson 
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CHICAGO CUBS 


Expect to see more breaking pitches from RHP Kerry Wood, 
whose slider has been more effective since he came back 
from shoulder surgery. Wood no longer is trying to blow batters 
away with his fastball. ... 1B Derrek Lee's cast was removed 
from his right wrist on May 31, but he likely will need a 
minimum of two weeks to get his strength back. Lee hopes to 
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skip minor league rehabilitation games. SCOUTING REPORT: 

CF Juan Pierre didn’t ignite the Cubs’ offense in May, when he hit .226 and had a .267 
on-base percentage. The team wants Pierre to improve as a bunter by reading the third 
baseman’s positioning. If the defender is up on the grass, Pierre needs to slap the ball over 
him to make him play more honest in the next at-bat. —Carrie Muskat 


CINCINNATI REDS 


RHP Esteban Yan was acquired from the 
Angels to shore up the shaky bullpen. Yan 
has a high ERA, but his powerful arm 
likely will help the club. Because Yan 
wasn't used much before the trade, 
manager Jerry Narron plans to ease him 
into his role. ... Although 3B Edwin 
Encarnacion takes grounders each day 
from coach Bucky Dent, his errors 
continue to mount. Encarnacion is young 
and inexperienced and rushes on many 
plays, which leads to poor throws. 
SCOUTING REPORT: 2B Brandon 
Phillips is trying to be more disciplined at 
the plate. He has shown more patience, 
though his walks total isn’t great. Phillips 
has focused on using his quick bat speed 
to make contact. The club wants Phillips to 
go the opposite way more. —Mark Sheldon 


MILWAUKEE BREWERS 


HOUSTON ASTROS 


RHP Roger Clemens’ return will improve the 
rotation, and it also will give the bullpen 
another quality arm: RHP Taylor Buchholz 
or RHP Fernando Nieve. It likely will be 
Nieve, whose fastball can reach the upper 
90s and who could be effective in 
one-inning situations. ... Eric Bruntlett may 
get more starts in place of SS Adam 
Everett. Everett is arguably the N.L's best 
defensive shortstop, but the club can't 
afford to have too many near automatic 
outs in the lineup. SCOUTING REPORT: 
LHP Wandy Rodriguez induces a lot of 
ground balls, and his command has 
improved, In the past, he struggled to 
establish himself early in the count, but he 
now is throwing first-pitch strikes and 
working quickly, which allows him to pitch 
deeper into games. —Alyson Footer 


C Damian Miller insists he is not overextended, but he is on pace for his most starts in five 
years and has hit a lull on offense. Miller uses contrast treatment—alternating between very 
hot and very cold tubs of water—to stay fresh before games. ... The team ERA on the road is 
1.57 runs higher than it is at home. That's strange because Miller Park is a hitters haven. ... 
RHP Derrick Turnbow’s struggles can be traced to leaving his fastball up in the zone. 
SCOUTING REPORT: The team is desperate for starters and hopes LHP Jorge De La Rosa 
will continue to iron out his command issues after a move back to the rotation. His first start 
was difficult to judge because he split a fingernail, but his most recent relief stints were solid 
and he remains one of the team’s most promising players. Adam McCalvy 


PITTSBURGH PIRATES 


1B Sean Casey's return from the D.L. has 
provided a lift for the offense. Casey is very 
patient and adept at boosting the opposing 
starter’s pitch count. His return allowed the 
team to drop 3B Freddy Sanchez from third 
to sixth in the order, where Sanchez’s lack 
of power isn’t an issue. ... Improved pitch 
recognition has helped 2B Jose Castillo 
develop into a legitimate power threat. He 
has enough natural strength to drive the 
ball to any field and is learning he 
doesn't have to pull everything to be 
effective. SCOUTING REPORT: Jose 
Bautista has the versatility to play 
anywhere but pitcher or catcher. Though 
he has been tabbed as the third baseman 
of the future, he gets great jumps on the 
ball in the outfield and eventually could 
settle in as the center fielder. Ed Eagle 


ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 


CF Jim Edmonds was a surprising initial 
replacement for 1B Albert Pujols (oblique) 
because Edmonds had been sidelined 
with an abdominal injury. But the injury 
bothers Edmonds most when he runs, and 
playing the infield would greatly reduce 
Edmonds’ need to run. ... With Pujols out, 
3B Scott Rolen needs to be more of a 
threat. Rolen’s surgically repaired shoulder 
appears to be getting stronger. 
SCOUTING REPORT: RF Juan 
Encarnacion has many pluses and 
minuses. He has power and life in his bat, 
but he also can be impatient at the plate. 
He moves well on the bases, but he 
doesn't attempt many stolen bases, He 
has a strong arm and good range, but he 
sometimes doesn't seem fully engaged in 
the outfield. -Matthew Leach 
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You have to hand it to Piazza for 
keeping a firm hold on a catching job 


r 


has been wowing baseball for most of the past 15 
years, mainly with the numbers he has racked up as perhaps the best 
hitting catcher of all time. But when he reported to spring training with 
the Padres this year, he impressed his new teammates in another way: 
by showing just how strong his hands are. 

Piazza maxed out a device that measures up to 200 pounds of force 
when he gripped it with his right hand. Piazza is quick to say hand 
strength isn’t the ultimate secret to performance, but he admits it has 
helped him hit more home runs than any catcher in history and maintain 
a .310 career batting average. As part of his strength training, he grasps a 
chin-up bar with both hands, then hangs from the bar. He says he can 
hang for more than 2 minutes. If that does not sound like very long, try it 
sometime. 

“I always tell the young guys to just hang,” Piazza says with a smile. 
“I'm serious. You think it’s easy to just hang from a bar, but I guarantee 
you, most people won't last a minute because they haven’t developed 
the hand strength.” 

Piazza, who is closing in on 2,000 career hits, says one way hand 
strength helps him at the plate is by providing him with the force to 
propel the ball even when he commits too early on off-speed pitches. 

“Your first and last point of contact with the ball is through your 
hands, so hand strength is important,” Piazza says. 

What was important to Piazza last offseason was finding a team that 
would allow him to catch regularly at 37. Many in the game figured he 
would wind up a designated hitter first, catcher second, after he left the 
Mets. But the Padres signed him to a one-year deal to be their No. 1 
catcher. 

“(Padres manager) Bruce Bochy being a former catcher was also key,” 
says Piazza, who is on pace to catch about 100 games. “He’s the first 
former catcher I've had as a manager, but considering my age and where 
I'm at in my career, having someone who's sensitive to the issues facing a 
catcher is a comfortable situation. 

“Beyond that, I like the makeup of this team and the mix of young and 
veteran pitchers. I thought I still had something to offer to the young 
guys. It was all around a good fit.” —Brad Lefton 
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ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS 


After blowing back-to-back saves, 

RHP Jose Valverde was taken out of the 
closer role so he could work on his 
mechanics and location. The club also 
would like to see him develop more 
confidence in his splitter and slider. ... 
RHP Jorge Julio was acquired to 
provide another power arm in the 
bullpen and insurance at closer. ... 
RHP Russ Ortiz (calf) is working on 
Staying behind the rubber with his body. 
The club believes his struggles resulted 
from getting out front too much, which 
caused his arm to drag behind. ... 

RHP Claudio Vargas must keep the ball 
from the batter's mid-thigh down to be 
effective. SCOUTING REPORT: OF Jeff 
DaVanon has not played regularly since 
April, but don’t be surprised if he 
re-emerges. He can play all three 
outfield positions and has average 
speed and good strike zone judgment. 
DaVanon, 32, could be a factor later in 
the season. —Steve Gilbert 


LOS ANGELES DODGERS 


NL. WEST == 


COLORADO ROCKIES 


C JD Closser developed serious throwing 
issues last season, and he began 2006 
at Class AAA. He has returned looking 
like a different player; he threw out the 
first four runners who tried to steal 
against him. Revamped mechanics, 
improved mobility and sessions with the 
club's mental skills coach have helped 
him. ... Rockies pitchers kept the ball in 
the park in May—allowing a major 
league-low 14 homers—by changing 
speeds and staying low in the zone. ... 
After being demoted to Class AAA, 

RHP Scott Dohmann threw three 
scoreless innings and was recalled, He 
has two plus pitches: a fastball and a 
slider. SCOUTING REPORT: OF Ryan 
Spilborghs quickly received playing time 
after being called up from Class AAA. He 
takes efficient routes to fly balls and has 
shown good pitch selection. He fits best 
in the No. 2 spot because he makes 
contact consistently and is an alert 
baserunner. —Thomas Harding 


Rookie Joel Guzman earned top-prospect status because of his bat, but his call-up 
was hastened by his defensive versatility. Originally a shortstop, Guzman moved to left 
field this spring and also worked at the corner infield spots at Class AAA Las Vegas, 
which made him a valuable replacement last week when 2B Jeff Kent (wrist) joined 
3B Bill Mueller (knee surgery) on the D.L. ... It appears Mueller won't be back by 
mid-to-late June as initially expected. Guzman, Willy Aybar and Olmedo Saenz will fill 
in while he’s gone. Aybar also will fill in for Kent at second. SCOUTING REPORT: 
Aybar hasn't developed into the power-hitting third baseman the team thought he 
would become when he received a $1.4 million signing bonus in 2000, but he is a 
versatile infielder and is taking fly balls in the outfield. Add in his lively bat from both 
sides of the plate and Aybar has developed into an important role player. —Ken Gurnick 


SAN DIEGO PADRES 


He doesn’t throw nearly as hard as he 
once did, but RHP Trevor Hoffman, 38, 
continues to rack up saves on his way 
to the all-time record by hitting the 
comers with his high-80s fastball and 
putting low-70s changeups 
in the strike zone. His 
powerful legs and strict 
workout regimen are the 
secrets to his enduring 
success. ... When RHP Chris 
Young gets ahead of hitters 
with fastballs on the corners, 
he becomes dangerous. His 
deceptive motion and 6-10 
frame make his late-life heater look 
more intimidating than low-90s gun 
readings suggest. SCOUTING REPORT: 
Backup C Rob Bowen is smart, versatile 
and highly respected by the pitching 
Staff. His ability to block balls in the dirt 
is especially helpful with RHP Scott 
Linebrink’s sharp-breaking splitter and 
Hoffman's killer changeup. A switch 
hitter with discipline, Bowen also has 
surprising power. —Lyle Spencer 


SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS 


RF Moises Alou (sprained ankle) and 
RHP Tim Worrell (neck strain) are on 
target to come off the D.L. soon. Alou 
had hit a plateau and idled at 85 
percent but recently reported dramatic 
improvement. Worrell had a 
cortisone shot to relieve 
inflammation and says the 
Strain may have resulted in a 
= weakened index finger that 
2 affected his pitches. ... 
Despite 3B Pedro Feliz’s 

= relatively low .269 batting 

© average, he is among the 
National League leaders in 
RBIs at his position; he also is hitting in 
the clutch and playing Gold Glove 
defense, Inconsistency has kept his 
profile low. SCOUTING REPORT: 

RHP Jeremy Accardo has been sharp 
with his mid-90s fastball and split-finger 
pitch, but in tight situations he relies 
strictly on his fastball and focuses on 
location. Accardo is a fast worker, and 
the Giants like his aggressive style and 
quick motion. —Rich Draper 
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is Hey, brother, you can't spare your reputation. 


\ 


‘Rowdy’ needs to calm down 


s the younger brother of 
an outspoken and often 
controversial former Cup 
driver, Todd Bodine 
sympathizes with the 
pressure Kyle Busch faces 
operating in Kurt’s shadow. 

“Kurt preceded him and didn’t 
exactly set the best example,” 
Bodine says. “So Kyle has to work 
harder at building his reputation.” 

Last week, the 21-year-old Kyle 
was docked 25 points and fined 
$50,000 after throwing his HANS 
device at Casey Mears’ car in the 
Coca-Cola 600. On April 12, he 
was ticketed for reckless driving 


in Richmond and eventually 
pleaded guilty to a lesser charge 
of improper driving. At Phoenix, 
Busch served a five-lap penalty 
for rough driving after slamming 
into Mears when the race was 
red-flagged. And defending Cup 
champ Tony Stewart was none 
too happy with Hendrick 
Motorsports’ sophomore 
sensation at Daytona. 

It’s as though Busch is 
determined to embrace his 
chosen nickname “Rowdy”— 

a moniker borrowed from the 
bad-ass character in Days of 
Thunder. 


For a retailer near you, call toll-free 1-888-784-8571 or visit www.wrangler.com. 


Bodine says Kyle 
“can’t live down what 
(his) brother has done,” 
nor can he “live down 
the perception the fans 
and media have,” 
especially when siblings 
are automatically guilty 
by association. Other 
brothers—the Wallaces, 
for example—have 
experienced a similar 
plight. Still, an increased 
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perception of bad = ; : 

behavior is no excuse for Kyle Busch’s behavior on and 

the real thing. off the track has landed him 
“He’s in a difficult position,” in trouble. 
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Wrangler 
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Real. Comfortable. Jeans. 


Bodine says. “He’s with a 
top-notch team with a high-profile 
sponsor. The only way to combat 
the situation is to be a nice guy. 
He has to think before he speaks. 
People don't like it when drivers 
are cocky or arrogant, and age is 
no excuse. These kids have to be 
held accountable.” 

Busch’s HMS assistants have 
arranged his schedule to allow 
plenty of downtime so he can get 
away and relax. Teammate 
Jimmie Johnson has taken Busch 
under his wing and provided his 
role model services on and off the 
track. HMS also has adopted a 
tough love approach. Although 
the company has protected its 
driver in the past and will 
continue to support him 
wholeheartedly, it can’t afford to 
risk its credibility by being a 
Busch apologist. 

The bottom line: Busch must 
accept the responsibility that 
comes with driving in NASCAR’s 
elite series and recognize that his 
actions create reactions that are 
not necessarily all positive. 

Busch has a tremendous 
amount of talent, and his 
potential is limitless. His “Rowdy” 
shtick is clever. NASCAR needs 
bad boys, and there is plenty of 
room for him to build such a 
character over time. But if Busch 
alienates his fellow competitors 
in the process, he will find out 
how lonely life can be—even at 
the top. SN 


Sludge robs your car of power and 
acceleration. Castrol GTX; Maximum 
protection against sludge buildup. 
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Rookie David Stremme is one of 
several full-time Cup drivers who will 


be displaced when the tour travels to 


the road course at Sonoma. Scott 


Pruett, who drives for Chip Ganassi i 


the Rolex Sports Car Series, will take 


over for Stremme for the June 26 race, 


aiming to improve the team’s owners 


points position (currently 39th). Stremme 

attended the Bondurant road racing school last year and 
hopes to improve his skills when he tests with Pruett this 
week at Virginia International Raceway. Stremme says the 
No. 40 team’s cars have improved considerably since 

ane took over in April, but the team 
still is working to improve its pit crew. > Speaking of 


crew chief Steven 
Ganassi, was that Doug 


topper sitting with Casey 
Mears during the drivers 
meeting at Dover? 
Absolutely. With the pending 
departure of Dale Jarrett, 
UPS wants a driver to 
compete against rival Fed 
Ex’s young hotshot, Denn 
amlin, and Mears would 
be a perfect fit. Ganassi has 
offered Mears a contract, 
but Mears hasn't signed it. 
> Robert Yates Racing has 
received a Roush Racing 
chassis and hopes to have 
a car built by the end of the 
month. » Kasey Kahne, 


J.J. Yeley and Elliott Sadler tested 
tires for Goodyear at Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. Goodyear took a 

conservative approach with a 
harder tire, which made the cars 
incredibly tight. The problem likely 


—_ will be corrected when teams arrive 


——— in Indy for a Cup test in July. > 


Champion contenders such as Jimmie Johnson will no 
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longer have to share a pit box at Dover. The track will 
undergo capital improvements over the next year that will 
include expanding pit road to 43 spots. After the change, 
only Watkins Glen will have 42 boxes. > Jeff Burton was 
pleased with last week's Car of Tomorrow test at Lowe's 
Motor Speedway. “The Car of Tomorrow could race today,” 


he says. However, Cup 
Series director John Darby 
says there still is a bit of 
work to do to get the 
aerodynamic balance right 
before the cars will be 
ready. 


Stremme (left) will sit 
out at Sonoma while 
Pruett, a road course 
ace, attempts to rack 
up owners points. 


MB Motorsports G.M. Jay Frye would like to gain the economies of scale that could 
be achieved by joining forces with Dale Earnhardt Inc.—especially in regard to the 
Car of Tomorrow. “This sport is in a transition phase, and we need to make sure 
we're prepared to move into the future,’ Frye says. Dz 
that last part, but he thinks the biggest gains will come from Chevrolet teams’ 
combining engine programs similar to the way Ford teams work. Along those lines, 


nhardt Jr. agrees with 


DEI and Richard Childress Racing have had preliminary talks about engine 


Back stretch: 3,055 lost q ~ a 


cooperation. But Hendrick Motorsports’ Doug Duc 
of GM's Nextel Cup program, says it would be difficult for one engine operation to 
build enough engines for the 16 Chevy teams and still keep up with technology. 


and crew chief 
has paid dividends for the No. 66 


team. Seven finishes in the top 20 is admirable for 
a single-car operation. 


| 


shardt, who used to be in charge 


Placing road racing aces in regular Cup rides is beneficial for owners points, but it's 
absolutely detrimental to the long-term health of a race team. Green drivers need 
seat time to improve and build confidence on road courses. 

The No. 48 crew deserves a tremendous amount of 
credit for the team’s success. Jimmie Johnson's 
track position, often gained through quick pit 
stops, enables him to concentrate on winning 
races rather than taking risks because he must 
work his way back to the front. 
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BECOME A 
FANTASY FOOTBALL 


RISE ABOVE THE COMPETITION AND CLAIM WHAT IS YOURS... 


IMMORTALITY AWAITS 


fantasytootball.sportingnews.com 


Sporting News 
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SIGN-UP TODAY AND GET 10% OFF OUR PREMIUM FANTASY FOOTBALL GAMES. 


USE CODE DURING CHECKOUT. 


1981, 1982, 1983: 


For an impressive 
3 years in a row, 
Darrell Waltrip wins 
both Bristol races 
each year. That’s 
6 straight wins on 
one of the world’s 
toughest tracks 


with Valvoline. 


Valvoline. 


TESTED ON THE TRACK. 
TRUSTED ON THE ROAD: 


Who will win at Pocono? 


Fantasy experts Vinnie lyer and Roger Kuznia pick Nextel Cup winners. 
Follow their running feud at sportingnews.com/nascar/pitbox. 


Vinnie: 
Although 

hasn't 
taken care of 


Roger: Now that 
the fifth season of 
24 has come and 
gone, it's time to 


focus on business as the 
's 24. The “Great One” in 
winless Gordon the No. 99 
has saved the Office Depot 
world from booing Ford as many 
him in victory lane thought he 
this year, but fans would this 
will get their season, he has 
chance at A started to build 
Pocono. Though ze momentum for 
he has had 3 z the second half. 
mechanical z} E He's knocking 
problems recently, 2 $= onthe top 10, 
Gordonhastwo 3 “= and gaining his 
runner-up finishes Es = second victory 
this season and at Pocono will 
has finished no worse than 13th in 11 of the past 12 be huge in his continued pursuit of the Chase. Hey, 
Pocono races. Jack Bauer can’t stop this from Roger, here’s another hot show on the tube to keep in 
happening, and neither can Carl Edwards, Vinnie. R mind when Gordon gets marooned: Lost. 
Sleeper: Joe Nemechek Sleeper: Dale Jarrett 
Avoid at all costs: Jeremy Mayfield My Avoid at all costs: Jeff Burton 


Nextel Cup points (based on how the experts’ choices finished): Roger 850, Vinnie 738. 


ava 


Superstars who were not \ 
the Rookie of the Year 


, 


1. Kurt Busch. Kevin Harvick 
won in 2001; Busch won the Cup 
title three years later. 


mm Johnson. Ryan 


n in '02; Johnson 


3. Greg Biffle. Jamie 
McMurray won in '03; Biffle has 
nine more victories than 
McMurray. 

4, Mark Martin. Geoff Bodine 
won in ’82; Martin has 15 top 10 
seasons. 

5. Dale Jarrett. Davey Allison 
won in ’87; Jarrett won the 
championship in 1999 and has 
three Daytona 500 trophies. —L.S. 
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Disappointment in Detroit could come a lot earlier next year 
if the team loses Ben Wallace. 


Pistons must keep their sparkplug 


week ago in this space, 

Dave D’Alessandro 

provided evenhanded 

perspective about the 

playoff elimination of the 
Spurs, one of last year’s NBA 
finalists. 

He said the sky was not falling 
for the defending champion—that 
with a better playoff draw, a 
couple of bounces and one more 
point in regulation of Game 7 
against the Mavericks, a repeat 
title was more than plausible. 

Agreed. The Spurs ain’t broke. 

This past week, the other 2005 
finalist faded from the 2006 
postseason. But for the Pistons, 
it’s not as simple as a bounce 
here, a foul there. 

Detroit did not go quietly, 
although at times the Heat’s 
dominance made it look that way. 
On their way to elimination, the 
Pistons bickered about their 
coaching staff's offensive bent, the 
lack of lockdown defense, about 
who shot and who didn’t. All the 
fuss had coach Flip Saunders 
calling himself a human pinata. 

When he took a job with a 
franchise that then made only 
subtle changes to a roster that 
had advanced to consecutive 
NBA Finals, Saunders had to 
know any evaluation of his 
performance would come down 
to the postseason. 

The progress report? 

“Ditto” from his nearly 10 years 
with the Timberwolves: great 
regular-season coach, shaky in 
the postseason. 

Until next season’s playoffs, 
the stain will remain on Saunders’ 
record, no matter how well 
Detroit does in the first 82 
games—even if it exceeds this 
season's league-best 64-18. 

The question now is what kind 
of team Saunders will take into 


Wallace will demand a hefty 
contract, but the Pistons need 
him in the middle. 


the 2007 playoffs. Clearly, there 


has to be more from 
the bench than 
Antonio McDyess, 
Moe, Larry and 
Curly. 

Then there is 
perhaps the most 
challenging issue of 
general manager 
Joe Dumars’ 
six-year 
stewardship: 
Center Ben Wallace 
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will become a free agent. 

He reportedly wants a contract 
that runs at least four seasons 
and pays him at least $10 million 
per year. 

His resume does not merit that 
kind of pay, but to the Pistons 
Wallace is indispensable—the 
ultimate link to the defensive 
system installed by Larry Brown, 
the man Saunders replaced. 

Without Wallace, the Pistons’ 
already thin power rotation 
would be reduced to the 
bare-bones proposition of 
Rasheed Wallace and McDyess. 

Had Darko Milicic worked out, 
there at least would have been 
leverage. Had Troy Murphy or 
even Jason Collins been the pick 
in 2001 instead of Rodney White, 
there could have been an 
additional frontcourt option. 

The price to keep Wallace 
will be high. But so, too, will be 
the ultimate cost if Saunders 
proves nothing more than a 
regular-season wonder. 


No, these are not the Spurs, 


Consider deposed 
Portland G.M. John 
Nash the ultimate fall 
guy. Ownership had to 
expect the team to 
plummet in the 
standings after selling 
off prime talent in the 
name of character, 


integrity and reliability. 


& BLOG ALERT 
& This Game 7 thing is pretty addictive. 4 


The conference finals didn’t give Sean Deveney his fix. 


a team with playoff-proven 


stability on the 
sideline and a 
definitive 
answer in the 
middle. 

These are the 
Pistons, a team that 
suddenly is 
misfiring and is left 
this summer 
to debate the cost of 
losing its sparkplug 
center. SN 


Do you think The Finals will? Let us know at sportingnews.com. 


The Kings’ hiring former Warriors 
coach Eric Musselman is an 
inspired choice. Musselman brings 
a defensive bent to a franchise in 
need of one. Golden State has 
averaged 3.5 fewer victories since 
Musselman’s two-season tenure 
ended in 2004. > 76ers SG Willie 
Green has until June 15 to invoke 
his option for next season. 
Considering Green was on the 
verge of signing a six-year, 

$20 million package before tearing 
up his knee last summer and that 
his option is for about $800,000, 
figure on his becoming a free 
agent. > PG Jay Williams’ 
comeback trail recently took him to 
Toronto, where he participated in 
workouts. Sidelined since a June 
2003 motorcycle accident, 
Williams could find an opening 
with the Raptors, who are expected 
to lose starting PG Mike James as 
a free agent. > Good enough to 
finish second in the nation in 
scoring and lead Duke to 
considerable success, SG J.J. 
Redick takes issue with those who 
question his defensive flaws and 
lack of athleticism. “Everyone 
wants to talk about what | can’t do 
and the doubts surrounding my 
game,’ he says. “Someone's going 
to give me a chance because | can 
really shoot the ball.” > The 
Hawks, who draft at No. 5, have 
taken a keen interest in Villanova 
PG Randy Foye. Leading scorer Joe 
Johnson played plenty of point 
guard for Atlanta this season but is 
a better fit at shooting guard. > 
The Bulls have become enamored 
of Washington SG Brandon Roy, 
which does not bode well for 

SG Ben Gordon's future with 


the team. 
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dpompei @ sportingnews.com 


C Hey, Mr. Coordinator: The big job requires skills you can't list on your resume.) 


‘DAN POMPEI 


rs, 


\ 


/ 


Head coach wannabes need more 
than flash in their caches ae 


anted: head coach for 

NFL team. Experience 

not necessary. 

Unbelievable? Well, 

seven of the 10 men 
hired to be coaches this 
offseason had no previous head 
coaching experience at any level. 
One of them, Detroit’s Rod 
Marinelli, had never been a 
coordinator at any level. Another, 
Eric Mangini of the Jets, had been 
a coordinator for one year. 

Traditionally, the head coaching 
pool includes coordinators who 
have been on Super Bowl teams. 
Men such as Gary Kubiak, who 
was hired by the Texans after 11 
years as offensive coordinator of 
the Broncos, and Brad Childress, 
hired by the Vikings after four 
years as offensive coordinator of 
the Eagles. But there aren’t enough 
candidates like Kubiak and 
Childress because the turnover 
rate is so high. 

As coordinators, Mangini, the 
Saints’ Sean Payton, the Packers’ 
Mike McCarthy and the Rams’ 
Scott Linehan have only four 
playoff victories among them. 
Does that make them bad hires? 
Not necessarily. Jon Gruden had 
only one playoff victory as a 
coordinator, and Jeff Fisher was 
0-3 in the playoffs as a 
coordinator—and they became 
two of the league’s most 
successful and respected head 
coaches. 


r 


Even if they have Carson Palmer on Week 1, 
the Bengals will face plenty of early challenges. 


Hey, Bengals fans, let Vinnie lyer know you're not ready to shed your stripes at sportingnews.com. 
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Having success as a 
coordinator isn’t necessarily a 
precursor to having success as a 
head coach. A coordinator’s 
perceived success often is a 
byproduct of issues out of his 
control—including the players he 
has to work with, injuries, the 
influence of his head coach, the 
other side of the ball and the 
schedule. 

The job of a coordinator really 
is not similar to the job of a head 
coach. “Being a coordinator 
helps, but there are still things 
you are going to have to learn 
about being a head coach—the 
scheduling, dealing with the 
whole team, the media, the things 
that go with it, appearances, 
travel, salary cap issues, talking 
with your G.M. every day about 
long-term planning,” Colts coach 
Tony Dungy says. “No coordinators 
are doing that. I know I’m way, 
way better now, way, way more 
prepared than I was six years ago 
and certainly than when | started 
as a head coach.” 

Of course, that’s why a former 
head coach who is a proven 
winner often is the surest bet. He 
has a track record, whereas a 
coordinator or assistant is a 
projection as a head coach. But if 
a coordinator or assistant is the 
best option, the general manager 
or owner doing the hiring would 
be wise not to get hung up on 
victories or statistical rankings. 
Instead, he should seek the 
qualities that will serve a head 
coach well: people skills, 


communication ability, 
leadership, energy, integrity, 
salesmanship and 

strategic acumen. 

Because coordinators 
are responsible for 
overseeing and leading units, 
they have an edge over lower- 
level assistants. “You are now 
responsible for a whole defense, 
the players, the coaches,” 
Steelers coach Bill Cowher says 
about being a coordinator. 
“You give up 31 points, you 
walk in front of the defense 
and they’re looking at you for 
the answers. You have to 
have answers, just like the 
head coach does on the 
Monday after a loss.” 

Broncos coach Mike 
Shanahan says he tries to 
prepare his coordinators and 
assistants to become head 
coaches by involving them in 
evaluations of free agents and 
potential draft picks. Coaches 
who have exposure to as 
many aspects of an 
organization as possible— 
including all three phases 
of the game—have a 
distinct advantage. 

It also helps an assistant 
to be part of an organization 
with a proven blueprint. 
Shanahan says he learned 
much when he was 
offensive coordinator of the 
49ers for three seasons 
after losing his first head 
coaching job in Oakland. 
“They had a philosophy on 


Dungy learned that being 
a head coach requires 
him to wear many hats. 


i 


Don’t expect to see RB Reggi 

returning as many kickoffs and punts 
for the Saints as he did for Southern 
California. The Saints believe Bush is 


too valuable to risk getting him injured 


in the eu) dalle and they hope 


lichael Ss can bounce back from 


last year’s Paearcendne knee injury 
and resume his role as return 
specialist. > H n Edwards is 
saying all the roht siios: but don't 
count on him keeping his foot on the 


gas pedal of the Chiefs’ offense. He is 

far too conservative to allow the Chiefs 
to be as aggressive in their play-calling 
as they were under former coach Dick 


eil. Edwards may have good 
intentions with an offense far more 
potent than any he coached with the 


Jets, but it’s going to be difficult for him 


to stray from his beliefs. > Another 


MARK HUMPHREY / AP 


strong defensive performance by the Panthers next season could turn 


coordinator M 


ic into a hot head coach candidate. Trgovac is more 


than just a strong X’s and O's coach. He has good organizational skills, 
intensity and charisma, and he likely would come across favorably in 


interviews. > Bills OLB Take 


, who is recovering from a torn Achilles’ 


tendon, is expected to be ready for the start of the season. That means 

; vell will return to a backup role. But the Bills will try to get Crowell 
on the field as much as possible, even as a replacement for Spikes at times. 
The new coaching staff has been impressed by what it has seen of Crowell on 


offense, defense, special teams, 
the way they dealt with free 
agency, the draft,” Shanahan says. 
“To see how that organization 
was structured, how organized 
they were from top to bottom, | 
took a lot of things from that 
experience.” 

Even if a head coaching 
candidate has taken every possible 
step, he still will be surprised and 
overwhelmed by aspects of the 
job. Just listen to Cowher. 

“You can’t possibly prepare for 
the criticism, the silence in tough 
times,” he says. “Everybody is 
just kind of listening to you. It 
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gets lonely. I've always said you 
get in that chair, you find out no 
one is talking to you. The silence 
can be deafening. It really tests 
your commitment and ability to 
walk in that building after a loss 
because you set the path. 
Sometimes even within yourself 
you might have some doubt 
about if what you're doing is the 
right thing. But you have to have 
conviction, some kind of vision. 
And you have to see it through.” 
That’s why the best candidates 
must have much going for them 
besides a highly ranked offense 
or defense. SN 


game tapes. He has good 
instincts, lateral quickness and 
a nose for the ball. Resting 
Spikes for some snaps would 
allow him to be fresher late in 
games. > Lions president Matt 
iflen still has the final say in 
all personnel moves, but 
first-year coach Rod Marin 
has been given greater 
influence in those decisions 
than past coaches. Millen has 
such regard for Marinelli’s 
strategy for rebuilding the team 
that he agreed to get rid of two 
of his favorite players: QB Joey 
ton and DTD 
inson. Another big decision 
could be coming involving 
WR Charles Rogers, who is at 
a crossroad. Millen is convinced 
Rogers can be a productive 
player, but if Marinelli wants to 
get rid of Rogers after training 
camp, Millen is not expected to 
stand in his way. » DE Greg 
Ellis and the Cowboys might be 
headed for a showdown. Ellis 
doesn’t like the team’s 3-4 
defense and wants his contract restructured as a good-faith gesture. The team 
has declined to do that—it also has refused to release him or trade him—so 
Ellis is not participating in the offseason program. > The Patriots didn’t 
dispatch second-year QB M ssel to NFL Europe for seasoning because 
they thought it would be more beneficial for Cassel to stay home and throw to 
the receivers he would work with if he wins the No. 2 job. Recent history also 
might have been a factor in the decision. y, the team’s latest 
reserve quarterback to be sent overseas, tore up NFL Europe in 2004 but 
then fizzled out with the Patriots. -SN correspondents 


The NFL is thinking globally about where it wants to play its games, but 
the league shouldn't go beyond North America in the near future. Though 
Mexico City and Toronto are fine occasional stops with reasonable 
geographic connections to current NFL cities, anything overseas during the 
regular season would be a logistical and unnecessary headache—especially 
for a new commissioner. 

The Bears are an easy pick to win the NFC North again. The rest of the 
division's teams are working in first-time head coaches—no such coach made 
the playoffs last season—and the Bears return their entire elite defense. 
Wondering who will be this year’s Steve Smith-like breakout superstar at wide 
receiver? Look for Chris Chambers, coming off his first 1,000-yard season, to 
explode as the Dolphins’ top target. Daunte Culpepper will find Chambers all 
over the field for big plays—much as he once did with Randy Moss. —Vinnie lyer 
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INSIDE THE 


UNIT ANALYSIS 
Cornerbacks 


Champ Bailey is the best. 
Domonique Foxworth and 
Darrent Williams are rising. 


Nate Clements and 
im lerrence McGee have great 
speed and ball skills. 


Ike Taylor and Bryant 
McFadden are developing into 
a tough, athletic duo, 


Chris McAlister and Samari 
Rolle can cover one-on-one 
but aren’t steady vs. the run. 


Tory James (2004) and 
ballhawk Deltha O'Neal (’05) 
are recent Pro Bowl picks. 


Gary Baxter is a better than 
average No. 1 corner, and 
Leigh Bodden is on the tise. 


Dunta Robinson, Demarcus 
Faggins and Phillip Buchanon 
should improve in new “D’’ 


Nick Harper and Jason David 
are coming off solid years. 
Marlin Jackson is emerging. 


Rashean Mathis has star 
A potential. Brian Williams has 
to show he’s worth big money. 

Will Allen and Andre 
Goodman are upgrades; Will 
Poole’s return will help. 

Andre Dyson, David Barrett 
and Justin Miller aren't elite 
players but form a solid trio. 


x Pacman Jones and 
)} Reynaldo Hill are very 
talented—but very young. 


Nnamdi Asomugha and 
Fabian Washington are 
promising but inexperienced. 


Patrick Surtain is fine at 
one spot. Another starter must 
be identified, however. 


Asante Samuel would be 
better in the slot. Ellis Hobbs 
still has a lot to learn. 


Drayton Florence and Quentin 
Jammer are improving, but the 
big plays are missing. 
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RAIDERS coach Art Shell believes in 
featuring his lead back heavily in his game 
plans each week and is trying to identify 
the best plays for RB LaMont Jordan. 
Under Norv Turner, Jordan's role often 
changed, and the team didn't have a go-to 
running play for crucial situations. ... 

The TITANS have asked Gs Benji Olson 
and Zach Piller, who have played at close 
to 330 pounds in recent years, to trim to 
the 310 range. The team hopes that will 
help them reach defenders in space and 
recover against pass-rush moves. ... 
TEXANS KR Jerome Mathis could miss 
the first five weeks of the season while 
recovering from surgery for a stress 
fracture in his left foot, an injury that likely 
happened in the Pro Bowl. The team is 
considering CB Phillip Buchanon, RB Wali 
Lundy and WR Jake Schifino as fill-in 
options at kick returner. ... Undrafted 
rookie ILB Mike Kudla has a good chance 
of making the STEELERS’ roster. He lacks 
a quick first step, which is why he was 
moved from end—his position at Ohio 
State. But Kudla has great strength and 
the instincts to find the ball. ... Don’t look 
for a major decline in the play of CHIEFS 
WR Eddie Kennison, 33. His biggest asset 
always has been his ability to stretch the 
field, which is something he still can do. 
Kennison’s work ethic in the offseason 
indicates he wants to build on his 
consecutive 1,000-yard seasons. ... 
BRONCOS MLB Al Wilson only recently 
had the pins removed from his right 
thumb, which he fractured late last 
season, but he hopes to be fully recovered 


The Bills aren’t thrilled with 
the spotty attendance for 
offseason workouts. Eleven 
veterans—including RB 

, MLB London 
Fletcher, RE Aaron Schobel, 
CB Nate Clements and 
RG Chris Villarrial—were 
no-shows for the first week of 
organized team activities. The 
OTAs are voluntary, but new 
coach Dick Jauron wanted the 
players to get a jump on 
learning the offensive and 
defensive systems. All the vets 
are expected to be on hand for 
the team’s only mandatory 
minicamp, June 12-14. 


CORRESPONDENTS: Baltimore, Mike Preston; Buffalo, Allen Wilson; Cincinnati, Chick 


A back on the fast track 


Patriots coach Bill Belichick called University of Minnesota offensive 
coordinator Mitch Browning to tell him how impressed he is with former 
Gophers RB Laurence Maroney. In particular, Belichick likes how quickly 
Maroney hits the hole. The Patriots made a reassuring call to starting 
RB Corey Dillon before they drafted Maroney, but this is a team that 


doesn't let talented players sit. 


by the season opener. 
Wilson envisions staying 
5-to-10 pounds below his 
normal playing weight of 
240 because it makes 
him feel faster. ... With 
Raheem Brock moving to 
tackle, Josh Thomas is 
expected to have a bigger 
role with the COLTS as 
the backup to LE Robert 
Mathis. Thomas (6-5, 
271) is tall and rangy. He 
has displayed good pass- 
rush skills, and his 
strength and technique 
allow him to be solid 
against the run. ... 

OLB Channing Crowder 
finished second on the 
DOLPHINS in tackles as 
a rookie and did a good 
job of filling in when 

ILB Zach Thomas missed 
two games. Crowder is 
physical and explosive 
and has a penchant for 
making big plays. ... The BENGALS will be 
improved at safety. SS Dexter Jackson 
was signed away from the Bucs, and 

FS Madieu Williams is healthy after 
shoulder surgery. Jackson is an enforcer 
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Ludwig; Cleveland, Steve Doerschuk; Denver, Lee Rasizer; Houston, Megan Manfull; 
Indianapolis, Mike Chappell; Jacksonville, Bart Hubbuch; Kansas City, Adam Teicher; 
Miami, Jason Cole; New England, Tom Curran; New York, Rich Cimini; Oakland, Steve 
Corkran; Pittsburgh, Gerry Dulac; San Diego, Kevin Acee; Tennessee, Jim Wyatt. 


against the run. Williams is like an extra 
corner because he plays the ball so well. 
... There is considerable excitement about 
the arm strength and quick release of 

QB Charlie Whitehurst, a surprise first-day 
pick by the CHARGERS. He likely will be 
the inactive quarterback, but look for him 
to eventually replace A.J, Feeley as the 
backup to Philip Rivers. ... JAGUARS 
fourth-year RB LaBrandon Toefield is 
making the most of his opportunity while 
Fred Taylor works out away from the team. 
Toefield has shown a nice burst and a 
great work ethic. ... The JETS brought back 
CB Ray Mickens, whom they cut a year 
ago. He will compete for time in the nickel. 
Mickens, 33, brings needed leadership to 
a green secondary. He has lost a step but 
has a terrific understanding of the game. 
... RB Reuben Droughns remains the 
favorite to start for the BROWNS, but he is 
creating concerns. He was arrested for 
assault and domestic violence charges 
after he was acquitted in a drunken 
driving case. Droughns is a strong runner 
but lacks elite talent. His off-field issues 
could allow Lee Suggs or William Green 
to enter the picture. ... Two of the culprits 
for the RAVENS’ poor offensive line play 
last season were LT Jonathan Ogden 

and RG Keydrick Vincent. Ogden’s 
performance dropped off in 2005, and 
there has been speculation he might retire 
if the Ravens don’t make the playoffs. He 
is working harder than ever this offseason 
to be in top condition. Vincent has looked 
good in workouts, but that must transfer 
to games. 
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INSIDE THE 


DTs Brian Young and Willie Whitehead 
might get more chances to rush the 
quarterback for new SAINTS coordinator 
Gary Gibbs. In recent years, Young and 
Whitehead were removed on passing 
downs because the team played four 
ends. When Young and Whitehead did 

play, they were asked to simply plug holes. 
... EAGLES SS Michael Lewis is an 
intimidating presence in the middle of the 
field and is instinctive against the run—he 
plays almost like a linebacker. If he 
improves his skills in man coverage, he'll 
be one of the best safeties in the game. ... 
With TE Jerramy Stevens (knee) out until 
training camp, Itula Mili has a chance to 
reclaim a key role with the SEAHAWKS. 
Mili, who was hampered by an intestinal 
problem last season, must become a 
more consistent blocker. He always has 
been able to make tough catches. ... To fill 
their vacancy at left guard, the LIONS 
signed free agent Ross Verba, who sat out 
last season because he overpriced himself 
but still is a solid player. Verba will add 
muscle to the running game. ... Newcomer 
Rob Johnson may have the inside track on 
the GIANTS’ backup quarterback job—he 
is experienced and was a favorite of coach 
Tom Coughlin from their time together with 
the Jaguars—but Tim Hasselbeck isn't out 
of the running. The team likes 
Hasselbeck's smarts and mobility. ... Once 
he’s healthy, PACKERS RB Najeh 
Davenport (ankle) will learn the fullback 
position. The team needs multiple 
ballcarriers because it intends to run a lot. 
Davenport (6-1, 245) is big enough to 
block and could pair with RB Ahman 
Green or RB Samkon Gado to give the 
team the option of handing off to the 
running back or fullback. ... 49ERS 

TE Eric Johnson, who missed last season 
with a foot injury, ran speedy, precise 
routes during no-pads practices last week. 
If he stays healthy, he'll provide a 
complementary receiving threat to 


We smell a rat 


Buccaneers QB Chris 
Simms is something of a gym 
rat, and he’s always hanging 
around the team’s complex 


looking to add to his base of 
knowledge. It's a good thing 
because the extra study has 
allowed him to better grasp 
coach Jon Gruden’s complex 
scheme. That will allow Gruden 
to dig deeper into his playbook 
this year. 


dynamic rookie TE Vernon Davis. ... With 
Mark Bradley coming back from a torn 
ACL, BEARS WR Bernard Berrian could 
enter camp as a starter. Berrian came on 
at the end of 2005, which alleviated some 
concerns about his toughness. ... 
REDSKINS seventh-round pick Kevin 
Simon is an intriguing possibility as a 
backup middle linebacker. He’s undersized 
at 5-10, 230, but size matters little in 
Washington's system. Simon has been 
confident in minicamps and has the 
intelligence and physical nature the 
scheme requires. ... VIKINGS LE Kenechi 
Udeze’s return from microfracture surgery 
on his left knee in October has gone 
surprisingly well, but don’t expect him to 
have a stellar 2006 season. If his knee 
gives him trouble, he'll become a liability 
because he won't be an effective pass 
rusher. The team’s new defense demands 
that the front four get pressure without 
help from blitzes. ... Provided he stays 
healthy, Allen Rossum likely will retain his 
jobs as the FALCONS’ punt and kickoff 
returner. A hamstring injury slowed him 
early last season. If he struggles, look for a 
pair of extremely fast rookies, RB Jerious 
Norwood and WR Adam Jennings, to 
handle return duties. ... RAMS RB 
Marshall Faulk no longer has the burst 
and escapability that once were hallmarks 


<a _ i 


ns 


of his game, but he still shows flashes of 
the old Faulk. If his knees hold up, Faulk, 
who likely is entering his last season, still 
can be an effective change-of-pace back. 
... Though RB Edgerrin James is better at 
both receiving and pass blocking than 
JJ. Arrington, the CARDINALS plan to use 
Arrington often as a pass-catching 
third-down back. Arrington struggled as a 
rookie in 2005 and needs a chance to 
develop a better feel for the game. ... The 
COWBOYS hope RB Tyson Thompson's 
strong offseason in the weight room, 

plus the work he has done with running 
backs coach Anthony Lynn to improve his 
knowledge of the offense, will translate 
into a better performance in his second 
season. Coach Bill Parcells fell in love 
with Thompson's speed and tried to get 
him involved in the offense last season, 
but Thompson’s mental errors made him 
a liability. 


~ dim the job int 


Williams is a capable 

fill-in, but Branch has far 

upside. He has good size (5-11, 
205) and speed and was starting to 
show good ball skills before he was 

hurt last preseason. 


CORRESPONDENTS: Arizona, Darren Urban; Atlanta, George Henry; Carolina, Pat Yasinskas; Chicago, Brad Biggs; Dallas, Jean-Jacques 
Taylor; Detroit, Tom Kowalski; Green Bay, Tom Silverstein; Minnesota, Mark Craig; New Orleans, Mike Triplett; New York, Ralph Vacchiano; 
Philadelphia, Mark Eckel; St. Louis, Jim Thomas; San Francisco, Dennis Georgatos; Seattle, Clare Farnsworth; Tampa Bay, Roy Cummings; 


Washington, Paul Woody. 
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UNIT ANALYSIS 
Cornerbacks 


& Ken Lucas is a shutdown 
corner. Chris Gamble has a 
nose for the ball. 


Anthony Henry and Terence 
Newman form one of the 
NFUs best duos. 


It's not just the scheme: 
Ronde Barber and Brian Kelly 
are awfully good. 


Lito Sheppard and Sheldon 
Brown are top-shelf starters. 
Rod Hood is underrated. 


For the unit to improve, 
rookie Jimmy Williams must 
win a starting job quickly. 

Charles Woodson and 
Al Harris make a terrific duo, 
but there is little depth. 


Sam Madison and R.W. 
McQuarters provide stability. 
Corey Webster is a rising star. 


Second-year player Carlos 
Rogers will be a solid starter 
for years to come. 

This position hinges on 
Antrel Rolle’s successful 
recovery from knee surgery. 


It’s a critical season for 
Charles Tillman, who will be 
pushed by Ricky Manning. 

Fred Smoot didn’t back 
up all his talk in 2005, and 
the unit is dangerously thin. 

Newcomers Fakhir Brown 
@ and Tye Hill must contribute 
right away. 

The team would like to 


add a speedy veteran to start 
opposite Marcus Trufant. 


Shawntae Spencer is an 
emerging talent but makes 
too many mistakes. 

The position lacks size and 
§ depth. Fernando Bryant and 
Dre’ Bly must play better. 


= / If Mike McKenzie returns 
q to peak form, the unit will get 


a needed boost. 
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IMPACT NEWCOMERS 


Despite all the high-profile 
talent in the Lions’ stable of 
receivers, Corey Bradford is 
expected to start alongside Roy 
Williams. Bradford has the speed 
and receiving ability to be a deep 
threat in coordinator Mike Martz’s 
vertical passing game. Bradford, 
30, still has an excellent initial 
burst but must improve against 
press coverage and polish his 
ability to execute the deep-ins 
and deep-outs Martz likes to run. 
Bradford should exceed his 
career high of 45 catches. ... 
Marlon McCree, signed to take 
over at free safety, is viewed as a 
solidifying presence in a Chargers 
secondary that not only was 
porous last season but appeared 
to lose control at times. McCree 
also has showed ability to create 
takeaways, something the team’s 
secondary has lacked. ... 

WR David Givens is expected to 
help open up the Titans’ offense; 
in particular, he’ll take pressure 
off Drew Bennett, the team’s No. 1 
wide receiver last year. Givens is 
physical enough to go across the 
middle and knows how to work 
defensive backs and get open in 
one-on-one situations. But he also 
brings an attitude the team 
needs—he’s a tireless worker 
who sets a good example. ... He 
may not have been the flashiest 
offseason pickup, but C Justin 
Hartwig could have the biggest 
impact of any of this year’s free 
agents. The Panthers believe 
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Hartwig can match the 
intelligence of previous starter 
Jeff Mitchell while giving the line 
a player with far better physical 
skills. Hartwig is a solid run 
blocker whose pass-blocking 
skills will be needed to help 

RG Evan Mathis, a first-year 
starter. ... DT Larry Tripplett is 
being counted on to anchor a 
Bills line that failed to stop the 
run or supply a consistent pass 
rush last season. Unlike 
predecessors Pat Williams and 
Sam Adams, Tripplett isn’t a 
300-plus-pound space eater. But 
he’s perfect for the new one-gap 
scheme, which requires smaller 
linemen with the quickness to 
disrupt plays in the backfield. ... 
Though CB Sam Madison, 32, may 
have lost a 
step over the 
years, he still 
is expected to 
give the 
Giants more 
turnovers 
from the 
cornerback 


will allow the 
Titans to open 
their offense. 


Givens’ gift of grab 


Big plans for the big man 


position. 
Madison has 
better hands 
than the 
player he 
replaces, Will 
Allen, and the 
smarts and 
quickness to 
make plays 
on the ball. 


The addition of DT Sam Adams gives the Bengals 
a shot at turning the 28th-ranked defense into a top 
15 unit. Adams (6-4, 335) is an elite run stuffer who 
dominates one-on-one matchups. He has the 
quickness and power to collapse the pocket. Adams 
won't generate many sacks or tackles in the backfield 
because he lacks speed. But his ability to anchor at 
the point of attack and absorb double-teams will free 
MLB Odell Thurman to make more plays. 


Watch Walker 
catch—and run 


If WR can be the player he 
was before knee surgery last fall, the Broncos will have 
someone who commands double-team attention and is 

) the locke! a great complement to savvy veteran Rod Smith. Walker 

eting has top-end speed, and his ability to separate after the 

catch and turn a 10-yard gain into something twice that 
has been missing from Denver's offense. Walker also is a 
willing downfield blocker, which will enable him to be a 
seamless fit in the team’s run-oriented attack. If one a Pls 
more threat can emerge in the passing game—be it \ b 
disgruntled WR Ashley Lelie or rookie TE Tony Sp 
Scheffler—Walker will have more room to operate in 


spread formations. 


... WR Reche Caldwell had 
durability problems in his four 
seasons with the Chargers, but if 
he stays healthy this year with 
the Patriots, he finally might be 
able to showcase his hands and 
plus speed. Caldwell isn’t as 
ferocious a downfield blocker as 
the Patriots would like, but he 
has a terrific attitude, which goes 
a long way in New 

England. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Everyone straighten up! Or, or ... we'll just try again. 


. Miso | 


When easier is too easy 


K, here’s the 
scene; The 
National Football 
Foundation is 
honoring Joe 
Paterno and Bobby 
Bowden and has set up 
a conference call. I get 
on thinking I'll get a few 
laughs from the two 
most outspoken 
coaches in the game. 
After a few classics— 
Paterno on computers: 
“They go in there and 
push a couple of 
buttons, and every 
off-tackle play is on the 
screen. | don’t know 
what the hell that does 
for anybody.”—Bowden 
comes up with this 
serious, all-telling 
statement of the world 
today: “Have boys 
changed? No, they 
haven't. Parents have 
changed. They aren’t 


easier, then wonder 
why in the world 
athletes go astray. How 
could Texas tailback 
Ramonce Taylor have 
five pounds of dope in 
his car, then fell police 
to search it? 

Why would Ohio 
State kicker Jonathan 
Skeete suddenly 
change his ways when 
his reward for a drug 
conviction is 
reinstatement to the 
team? 

Let's say Myles’ 
move to BCS U doesn’t 
pan out. And he goes to 
the real world, where 
his boss says his work 
ethic is laughable. 
Myles thinks he can get 
a bunch of his 
colleagues together, go 
to the CEO and 
demand the 
resignation of his boss 


raising their kids the ‘ because, you know, 

way they did 40, 50 ’ that’s what the Arizona 

years ago.” Taylor was hooked by an ill-fated call to the police players did to John 
That ol’ sage Bobby is _—_ and a backpack stuffed with Mary Jane’s finest. Mackovic. 


dead-on. We’ve become 

a nation of pandering, enabling 
sissies—just look at college 
football. 

Convicted felons playing at 
major universities. Second and 
third chances on every campus. 
The NCAA and its sliding 
academic scale for freshmen. 

The beat goes on and on, with 
the NCAA and coaches playing 
the role of parents. 

And now, the NCAA's latest gift 
to the game: Players who get 
their degrees early can transfer 
without penalty and finish their 
eligibility as graduate students. 

So little Myles (yeah, a 
shameful reference to Brand) 
spends four years at Mid-Major 
U and is on the verge of a huge 


season. Suddenly, BCS U comes 
calling and offers Myles a chance 
to play with the Big Boys and 
raise his draft stock (because it's 
all about money). 

Apparently, the NCAA thinks 
22-year-old athletes need to learn 
the timeless art of screwing 
someone. 

We’re so quick to find yet 
another way to make things 


€ BLOG ALERT 
4 Pass the gumbo and 


enjoy the ride. 


Tom Dienhart has boiled crawfish and his LSU 
preview ready to go at sportingnews.com. 


Here’s a thought: If 
you're convicted of any crime, 
you're out. If you can’t reach 
minimum academic standards 
any other student must reach, 
you're out. No gray area, no room 
for interpretation. 

A childhood friend and I have 
this never-ending argument. He 
says the college game would 
devalue itself without elite 
players. I say it doesn’t matter 
whether it’s 6-foot-5 Matt 
Leinart playing 
quarterback or 
5-foot-nothing Joe Blow: 
The game isn’t about 
names on the jerseys. 

Boys are boys. 

They become less 
when we allow it. SN 


We're barely a year into the 
development of the NCAA's 
Academic Progress Rate (APR), 
which gauges and penalizes schools 
for academic progress, and coaches 
already have found ways to get 
around it. If a walk-on is on track to 
graduate, he can be awarded a 
scholarship and help boost the 
program's graduation rate. There has 
to be an available scholarship, but 
with attrition these days, nearly every 
school has a few after fall camp. > 
The initial hope for a replay 
challenge rule was for it to be more 
like the NFUs (tied to timeouts) or, at 
the very least, to have one challenge 
per half. The NCAA's approval of one 
challenge per game takes the 
process a step back. Although it 
adds more intrigue and 
management of the game, it also 
takes away from what replay is all 
about: getting the call right. Expect 
coaches to circumvent the system 
by doing what Michigan coach Lloyd 
Carr did in the Alamo Bowl: call a 
timeout to give the replay booth 
more time to look at a play. > 
Nebraska lost another recruiting 
battle for an elite quarterback when 
Jarrett Lee, the state of Texas’ top 
quarterback, committed to LSU. Lee 
was seen as a lock for Nebraska, 
which lost Josh Freeman to Kansas 
State late last recruiting season. The 
problem: Coach Bill Callahan is 
changing the culture in Lincoln, but 
on-field results haven't been 
overwhelming. If Nebraska wins the 
Big 12 North this fall, elite 
quarterback recruits will follow. In 
other words, don’t give up on 
Callahan, or the quarterback 
situation, yet. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


How many extra phone 
calls add up to an 
automobile? 

A: It depends on your 
rate plan. 

OK, so that question likely 
will not appear on the next NCAA 
test all coaches must pass in 
order to recruit players. And, 
anyway, if it did, that would not 
be the correct response. 

The real answer is they're both 
against the rules. You must not 
give a car to a player to get him to 
sign a letter of intent, and you 
can’t call him as often as you 
please. The rulebook says you 
can call a prospect once a week. 
That's all. 

Kelvin Sampson, now the head 
coach at Indiana, knew the rule. 
He just decided it mattered 
less than the other rules. 
Perhaps the most 
compelling element to 
emerge from the 
NCAA's resolution of 
its infractions case 
against Oklahoma 
basketball 


If he has any sense of decency, Kelvin Sampson 
will refrain from endorsing a telephone company. 


was word that 
Sampson, the former 
Sooners coach, had 
defended excessive 
recruiting calls by 
contending they 
were not as severe 
as offering material 
inducements. 

He had a point. 
And still he was 
wrong. 

“Recruiting can 
hang on the very 
littlest things,” says 
Thomas Yeager, 
acting chair of the 
NCAA infractions 
committee. “So in 
our view, there really 
are no insignificant 

recruiting rules.” 
Nothing is more 
important to a 
program's success 
than recruiting gifted 
players, and coaches 
are governed by fear of 
failure as much as by 
the NCAA rulebook. 
Although it may have 
led to his assistants’ 
following instructions, 
fear of failure did not play 
into Sampson’s decision. It 
was more a sense that a 
smallish matter like an extra 
phone call would have no 
impact on his integrity. 
As it turns out, those 
extra phone calls 
counted for 
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something. 
Sampson will not 
be allowed to 
recruit off-campus 
or make recruiting 
calls for one year, a 
punishment that 
will have an impact 
the Hoosiers. 

Around the time 
some of these calls 
were being made, 
Sampson was 
president of the 
National 
Association of 
Basketball Coaches, 
and he was present 
when the group 
held its 2003 Ethics 
Summit. Certainly, 
the hypocrisy of running an ethics 
forum while knowingly breaking 
the rules is hard to take. But it is 
preposterous to suggest the 
penalty against Sampson is 
grounds for dismissal from his 
new position. When it conducted 
its coaching search, Indiana was 
well aware of the case pending 
against Oklahoma basketball and 
knew there was a strong 
possibility sanctions against 
Sampson would apply during his 
time at IU. 

Indiana determined he was the 
most effective coach who would 
take the job, even if he were to 
spend the early part of his tenure 
atoning for previous sins. That 
doesn’t make the school’s 
administration particularly 

admirable, just pragmatic. IU 
decided 577 extra phone calls 

did not equal an Escalade. 

In a sense, this was a 
perfect marriage. SN 


Sampson’s actions beg the question: How many minor 
infractions equal one doozy of a major infraction? 


Doctors are being cautious with 
Arizona G Jawann McClellan, who 
tore ligaments in his wrist in 
January but won't be cleared to 
play until August. He is lifting 
weights and working on his 
cardiovascular fitness. Building up 
the muscles in his wrist will help 
prevent a recurrence of the injury 
should he fall again. Partly because 
he would have been unavailable, 
Arizona canceled a spring tour of 
Europe and instead will make a trip 
to Vancouver over Labor Day 
weekend. The Wildcats hope to get 
back G Mustafa Shakur by then; 
he'd be smart to pull his name from 
the NBA draft list. > Transfer G Tim 
Morris will play only one season for 
Washington, but the Huskies are 
getting a good deal. Morris, who 
redshirted his first year at Stanford, 
is a fine athlete with a decent 
shooting touch and should fit nicely 
into the more open approach 
favored by UW. He is a cousin of 
coach Lorenzo Romar, one reason 
the Huskies stepped forward when 
a couple of scholarship offers fell 
through. The program will benefit by 
getting an upperclassman onto a 
youth-dominated roster. > At their 
annual meetings, some Big 12 
coaches said they must play 
tougher schedules in order to get 
more than four NCAA Tournament 
bids. But it’s not that simple. Half of 
the 2006 NCAA field’s 26 

at-large teams that came from the 
top six conferences had nonleague 
schedules rated below 100. Seven 
of those were below 200, but only 


one—Texas A&M—came from the 
Big 12. 


Aching for college basketball 
season already? Get your fix at 


=. a 


SQUEEZEPI 


BY CHRIS BAHR 


There’s a scene in Summer Rental in 
which John Candy’s character tells his 
daughter that you can’t win ’em all. The 

. daughter comments that it would be 
nice to win one, though. Candy agrees. And so dol. 
In late May, my team in the SportinG News in-house 
league was a logistical oddity. 

In the 12-team Roto league, | had the following 
points in the pitching categories: strikeouts (11), 
ERA (11), WHIP (12), saves (10), wins (two). I was 
right on pace with our league’s innings limit, so 
there weren’t any doctored numbers to speak of. | 
just couldn’t pick up any wins despite owning at 
least five of the top 50 starting pitchers each week in 
our rankings. 

And things haven’t improved. If wins were steals, 
even Matthew LeCroy would throw me out. What 
can you do in this situation? You have two options. 

You could panic and start trying to trade for 
starters who already have plenty of wins, forgetting 
those wins will be of absolutely no value to you. 

The alternative is to sit tight and realize things 
tend to even out over the course of a six-month 
season. 

Wins are like the weather (and NFL players in the 
offseason): You can’t control them. How else can 
you explain the Phillies’ Brett Myers’ posting a 2.80 
May ERA yet having the same number of wins (four) 
as teammate Gavin Floyd, who has a 6.62 ERA? 

For the record, I chose option No. 2. Although it 


Insights from the editors of Fantasy Source Baseball, your online 
fantasy authority: fantasygames.sportingnews.com/baseball. 


be : ie a PREY ee 
Patience is a virtue, and good things come to those 
who wait for Myers to finally win a few games. 


> 


was tempting to try to trade for wins, | knew there was a good chance it would cause me to sacrifice points in 
the other pitching categories. That said, I wasn’t content to stand pat. My wins were few and far between 
despite a deep pool of starting pitchers, so I dealt from that strength to acquire another closer and ensure I'd 


stay strong in that category. 


is For the latest player updates and injury news, go to: fantasysource.sportingnews.com/baseball/updates/daily. 
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FACE 


| don’t know which was the bigger surprise: David 
Hasselhoff's cameo on American Idol or ' 
cameo in the Red Sox rotation. 

Now that Carl Pavano’s dream of landing that Buns 
of Steel endorsement is shot, it’s time for him to start 
working on a new instructional video: How to collect 
disability from your employer without actually working a 
single day. 

So, Jim Edmonds recently experienced lower 
abdominal discomfort. Man Law: Don’t try to imagine 
what Jimmy’s problem must have felt like. Oops, too late. 

The Orioles have some of the worst pitching stats in 
the majors. Does that mean Leo Mazzone finally is off his 
rocker? 

Barry Bonds passed the Babe. Now we can get back 
to stories that really matter in San Francisco. Anybody 
know whether Moises Alou still is urinating on his hands? 

—George Winkler 
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UP, SDOWN 


Mark Loretta, 2B, Red 
Sox. Loretta hit .404 in May and 
could compete for the A.L. 
batting crown hitting in front of 
David Ortiz. 

Eric Byrnes, OF, 
Diamondbacks. Captain 
America staked his claim to the 
center field job with eight homers 
in May, but his poor performance 
in 2005 is hard to forget. 

Matt Cain, SP, Giants. After 


"a brief trip to the bullpen, Cain is 


3-0 with a 1.83 ERA. Walks still 
are an issue, but his control will 
improve. 


Cliff Lee, SP, Indians. Lee 
had a 7.79 ERA in May— 
uncharacteristic for a pitcher who 
went 18-5 in 2005. If Lee’s 
current owner is tiring of him, 
make an offer. 

Cory Sullivan, OF, Rockies. 
He was dropped from the leadoff 
spot, and he hasn’t been a 
basestealing threat, either. Feel 
free to dump him in mixed 
leagues. 

Bobby Crosby, SS, 
Athletics. He can’t find a home 
in the As lineup, Crosby has yet 
to blossom into a legitimate 
threat and might not make that 
jump this season. —Roger Kuznia 
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When | think of the World Cup, | cover my ears because 
| still can hear Brazilians banging on oil drums. 


The world’s game flaunts bea 


ou know it’s World Cup time 
when England’s most ferocious 
soccer fans are ordered to turn 
in their passports so they can’t 
go to the games in Germany. 
“They drink until they vomit, rage 
bare-chested and pick fights with rival 
fans,” to quote the Washington Post’s 
characterization of 3,300 identified 
“hooligans” not allowed to leave the 
island. To further ensure that the 
misfits won't do a reverse-Dunkirk and 
cross the channel in bathtubs, 
hooligans also must report to a local 
police station whenever England plays. 

As to what punishment awaits 
cretins who disobey orders, no one has 
said. 

Public beheadings, I'd suggest. 

Just kidding. I'd settle for medieval 
torture of a cruel and unusual nature. 

The world’s game, the simple game, 
the beautiful game—soccer is all that, 
and for the next month we'll see it at its 
best. The World Cup is the one sports event 
that needs no explanation anywhere, save, 
perhaps, for the left field bleachers at 
Wrigley Field. 

The game’s lovers love it without inhibition. 
The author Robert Coover believes there are 
“only two universal games, war and soccer.” 
The Peruvian novelist Mario Vargas Llosa 
wrote a newspaper column that compared a 
goal to “an orgasm by which a player, a team, a 
stadium, a country, all of humanity suddenly 
discharges its vital energy.” Which may explain 
why the late Mexican broadcaster Angel 
Fernandez so enthusiastically shouted, 
“Gooooooooco0al!!!” 

I know zip about soccer. I do have eyes and 
ears, and the hair on the back of my neck 
stands up when standing up is called for, as in 
Barcelona on a summer day in 1982. That day 
a World Cup second-round game matched Italy 
and Brazil. Eight hours before, neighborhood 
streets around a little stadium teemed with 
Italians and Brazilians. They sang, played 
horns, hammered on steel drums. They 


win the 1982 World Cup for Italy. 


stopped 10 hours later at game’s end. 

Maybe 40,000 people came to “La 
Bombonera,” the Candybox, an ancient place 
with plank seating for less than half the crowd. 
Coover was there: “Invested with his team or 
national colors, making strange aggressive 
noises with airhorns, whistles, trumpets, 
drums and firecrackers, crying out the holy 
name (‘EE-TAHL-YAI’) or singing repetitive 
liturgical chants, falling out of historical time 
and geographical space into a kind of 
ceremonial trance, timeless and centripetal, he 
does not seem a spectator so much as a 
participant in a sacramental rite ...” 

Such a fan often doesn’t see the game at all, 
Coover suggests. Instead, he experiences it “at 
a level that is blind, irrational, profound, 
innocent. ... He has come, not to reflect or 
spectate or be entertained, but to participate, 
to surrender, to suffer.” 

The Italy-Brazil game was breathtaking in its 
pace, both teams relentless on the attack. Italy 
won, 3-2, all its goals scored by Paolo Rossi, 
who had been suspended for two years on 
charges of bribery and game-fixing. How 


RED 


and beasts 


convenient, cynics in the Candybox 
press area muttered, that Rossi’s ban 
ended just in time for World Cup play. 
The next week, Italy and Rossi won the 
championship. 

Blind, irrational, profound ... 

That, too, is soccer around the 
world. 

Thousands of deaths in soccer 
stadiums—caused by hooligans, by 
stampede, by substandard 
construction—have occurred in 
countries from Argentina to Zambia. 
Were baseball the cause of even the 
tiniest fraction of those deaths, 
Americans would be aghast. The 
soccer world mourns and moves on 
with business as usual. 

Even now, Italy again comes to a 
World Cup on the dark wings of 
scandal, Three players, all from the 
nation’s most famous club, Juventus, 
and the national team coach have been 
implicated in game-fixing and illegal betting. 
Those stories have gone mostly unnoticed in 
the United States where, had they been about 
football, there might well have been public 
beheadings. 

Meanwhile, back on Hooligans’ Island, all 
the talk is about the Manchester United 
prodigy, Wayne Rooney, or, more precisely, the 
injured fourth metatarsal in his right foot. 
Newsday sportswriter Chuck Culpepper says 
by e-mail from London, where he is at work on 
a book, “If | hear one more thing about that 
damned metatarsal ...” 

All England awaits Rooney's healing in time 
for this World Cup in Germany. There is, after 
all, a history here. That history was noted 
most famously before the England-West 
Germany final of the 1966 World Cup. In an 
editorial, The Times of London advised 
perspective: 

“Fret not, boys, if on the morrow we should 
lose to the Germans at our national game, for 
twice this century we have defeated them at 
theirs.” 

England won again, 4-2. SN 
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In a dramatic finish, Sam Hornish Jr. won the 90th 
Indianapolis 500 in the second closest finish in the 
race’s history — Sam’s first win at the Brickyard, and a 
record 14th for team owner Roger Penske. For everyone at 
ExxonMobil, this legendary victory was extra special, because 
Sam’s engine was fully protected by Mobil 1. We proudly salute 

ji him and all of Team Penske on this thrilling win, and 

% wish them all continued success throughout the 2006 


season and beyond. 


{ its subsidiaries. Trademarks granted by license from Penske Racing, If 
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M bil 1) Command Performance 


WHEN KASEY WINS, YOU WIN. 


YOU COULD WIN THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME TO THE 


ALLSTATE 400 AT THE BRICKYARD: 
AND IF KASEY WINS THE RACE, YOU WIN $400,000" 


(G 
Alllstate 


TO ENTER CALL 1-888-KASEY-CAN 


GET YOUR FREE QUOTE, AND BE AUTOMATICALLY ENTERED 
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN. 


Roundtrip airfare for two to Indianapolis 
Two tickets to the Allstate’ 400 at the Brickyard* on August 6, 2006 
The opportunity to meet Kasey Kahne 
Access to hospitality event 


*No purchase or quote is necessary to enter or win a prize. Qualification, disque 
be d. For cc ficial ru 


[AuGusT 6 2008 | 
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Allstate 400 Allstate 
SQY SRRCRTRUEAST UNE 
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AUGUST 6 2006 


and used with permi 


106 Allstate Insurance Com k of Brickyard Trademarks, Inc 


vy, Northbrook, IL. Bric 


WHEN KASEY WINS, YOU WIN. 


YOU COULD WIN THE TRIP OF ALIFETIME TO THE 
ALLSTATE 400 AT THE BRICKYARD: 


AND IF KASEY WINS THE RACE, YOU WIN $400,000"! 


TO ENTER CALL 1-888-KASEY-CAN 


GET YOUR FREE QUOTE, AND BE AUTOMATICALLY ENTERED 
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN. 


Roundtrip airfare for two to Indianapolis 
Two tickets to the Allstate’ 400 at the Brickyard" on August 6, 2006 
The opportunity to meet Kasey Kahne 
Access to hospitality event 


“No purchase or quote is necessary to enter or win a prize. Qualificat disqualification, winning, placing, penalties, et f 
be in the sole discretion of NASCAR®. For complete off t rule:  wwew.alistate.com. Void in Alaska, Hawali, New York 


where prohibited by law. Must be a legal resident of the continental Unite r vho is 18 years of age iter to enter. Sv 
[Auaust 6 2008 | nJ 1.a.m. ET and ends on June 3¢ 11:50 pir Sweepstakes Period”) 


har and 
quote and an automatic entry into the Sweepstak rt yf Instruct law to enter without receiving an automo adam Allsta 
uot dents of t lates not permitted to use th nter to receive 8 quote will upon calli { WW 
Sa. ag toe 7 4 quote, Odds of winning depend on the number of eligible entrie | f ROGGE URI oe 
irvcti way, LLC, are Spons¢ rc ’ , f rar big t 


August 6, 2006, at the Indianapolis Motor Iway including tt pportunity t 361 Kasey Kahr nd ot 


Allstate.400 
AT THE BRICKYARY [= 
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